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Activists rushed to Coney Island's Astroland on Sunday 
(top) to support the doomed amusement park, which 
is slated to be demolished. Last year, Astroland owner 
Carol Albert sold her land to developer Joe Sitt, who 
wants to create a $1 .5-billion, Vegas-style amusement, 
entertainment, hotel and residential complex on the 
site. Albert wants Sitt to give Astroland a one-year 
lease extension, but she claims he is asking too much 
in rent. For her, like the Chicken Little doll (above), the 
sky is falling. — Gersh Kuntzman 


DON'T DO IT! 

Poly alumni: Resist urge to merge 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Alumni Association of Polytechnic 
University has broken with the school’s 
leadership to oppose a proposed merger 
with New York University on the grounds 
that it would destroy the Downtown 
Brooklyn institution. 

The proposed merger would put Brook- 
lyn’s premiere engineering school under the 
purple umbrella of the larger Greenwich Vil- 
lage-based university. 

Advocates of the marriage made in acade- 
mia — including Poly’s Board of Tmstees — 
say the merger would boost the school, bring- 
ing new cachet and a bigger endowment. 

But in a Sept. 6 memo to the school’s Board 
of Trustees, Alumni Association President 
George Likourezos slammed the merger as a 
“one-sided” acquisition that would be a “waste 
of Polytechnic’s assets [and] ... not equitably 
reflect Polytechnic’s true value to NYU.” 

The 10-page memorandum raises multiple 
objections to the potential merger, including 
doubts about the Manhattan school’s motiva- 


tions. Alumni fear that NYU could be eying 
Poly’s real estate, notits academic might. 

“This is a land grab that comes with no 
guarantees that NYU won’t close Poly to 
build its own Brooklyn campus on our land,” 
said Likourezos, a 1992 Poly grad. 

The alum’s fears have been refuted by both 
the president of NYU and Poly, who say the 
agreement will benefit both schools and create 
a top engineering campus. A spokesman for 
NYU said that the school has no plans to sell 
off the Poly campus, close the school or 
change its demographics. 

“There is absolutely no plan to sell Poly’s 
facilities,” said John Beckman, a spokesman 
for NYU. “The agreement assumes that the 
Poly site will continue to be the home of the 
engineering program.” 

Polytechnic President Jerry Hultin also said 
the alumni association fears are unfounded. 

“NYU has a great need for a school of engi- 
neering and technology and they have offered to 
team up with us,” said Hultin. “There is a strong 
commitment from both presidents to maintain 
the school’s traditions as we grow.” 

See POLY on page 12 


Jerry Hultin, president of Polytechnic Uni- 
versity, with student Marie Brunelli. 
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MTA switching tracks; 
F express on the table 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

City transit officials now say they will consider 
running express trains on the F-line subway begin- 
ning in 2008 — reversing an earlier insistence that 
the fast ride couldn’t start before necessary track- 
work is completed in 2012. 

Andrew Inglesby, a spokesman for the Metropoli- 
tan Transportation Authority, stunned members of the 
Carroll Gardens Neighborhood Association on Mon- 
day night when he said that if repair work to the ele- 
vated track between Fourth Avenue and Smith/Ninth 
Street was delayed, the agency would go forward with 
the F express sooner rather than later. 

And since delays are inevitable, the possibility of 
an F express appeared real. 

Cobble Hill and Carroll Gardens commuters 
hailed the news, but it’s unclear how such a service 
expansion would help commuters in those neighbor- 
hoods because the MTA has not committed to 
adding trains to the new express/local mix. The ex- 
press would whisk commuters from southern Brook- 
lyn past all stations in Brownstone Brooklyn except 
for Seventh Avenue in Park Slope. 

But Carroll Gardens commuter Gary Reilly, who 
championed the idea of an express on an online peti- 
tion early this year, was pleased nonetheless. 

“The community’s outcry was heard, and now the 
express is on their priority list,” he said. 

“This is good news,” added Wiley Norvell, a 
spokesman for Transportation Alternative and a 
Brooklyn resident. “The city is seriously looking to 
increase subway capacity at a minimum cost, and 
the fact that they are looking at it now shows serious 

The news comes with a decidedly negative twist, 



After claiming it couldn't be done, the MTA 
now says an express F train is feasible. 


however. If the F express goes forward because the 
track repairs are delayed, a planned extension of the 
G train into Park Slope will also be delayed. Plans to 
extended G service to Seventh Avenue would have 
created a direct link between Park Slope and 
Williamsburg. 

The F train did run express between Jay Street- 
Borough Hall and Kings Highway during rush hour 
through the 1970s, but it was discontinued for track 

The dormant F express tracks ran below the local 
tracks between Bergen and Carroll streets and along- 
side the local tracks on the elevated stretch between 
Carroll Street and Seventh Avenue in Park Slope. 
South of the Slope, the express tracks follow a sepa- 
rate tunnel to the Church Avenue station. 

An F express would presumably make Brooklyn 
stops at York Street in DUMBO, Jay Street/Borough 
Hall in Downtown, Seventh Avenue, and Church 
Avenue in Kensington — and perhaps make other 
express stops toward Coney Island. 

South of Church Avenue there is only one express 
track, so express service in that area could only tun 
in one direction, much like the 7 train in Queens. 

A 2003 study by Community Consulting Services 
projected that the F express would shave 20 minutes 
off the commutes of 40,000 people, mostly in south- 
ern Brooklyn. That number will grow larger over the 
next few years as more apartment towers go up fur- 
ther down the F line. 

One member of the MTA board pointed out the 
irony that the F express could only happen if the 
track work is delayed. 

“A delay wouldn’t exactly be unusual [for the 
MTA],” said the board member, Norman Brown. 


Muddy fight for Surrogate 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A race between two sitting judges 
for a spot on the Surrogate Court — 
the powerful office responsible for 
doling out millions of dollars worth 
of patronage jobs to legions of Court 
Street lawyers — has fast become 
the ugliest Brooklyn battle since the 
racially divisive election that 
brought Rep. Yvette Clarke to office 
last year. 

The open-seat fight pits one-time 
Brooklyn assistant district attorney 
and Manhattan Civil Court Judge 
ShawnDya Simpson against State 
Supreme Court Justice Diana Johnson. 

Whoever wins the Sept. 1 8 Demo- 
cratic primary — tantamount to elec- 
tion in heavily Democratic Brooklyn 
— will likely become the borough’s 
first African-American Surrogate 
judge. 

But, like any good Brooklyn race, 


DECISION M’l 


INSIDE 

• Ed Towns: I'm running 

• Civil Court: This one's ugly, too! 

• Marty Golden: I may be mayor 
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this one has been marred by tales of 
political intrigue. 

Critics have charged that Simpson 
doesn’t actually live in Brooklyn, as 
required by law, but with her husband 
and children, who live in New Jersey. 
A Queens judge recently ruled that 
Simpson does live in Brooklyn, but 
the decision hasn’t stopped her oppo- 
nents from continuing to make the 
claim. 

“We [still] believe that ShawnDya 
lives in New Jersey, ” said Gary Tilzer, 
Johnson’s campaign manager. 



Simpson is not taking these charges 
lying down. 

“Am I wrong because I want a dif- 
ferent lifestyle for my kids?” she said. 
“It’s one thing to go after me, but to 
go after my family? You know what? 
The fight’s on.” 

Simpson has fired back with alle- 
gations that Johnson, who lost the seat 
last time by just 102 votes, has long- 


standing ties to disgraced former De- 
mocratic boss — and current Big 
House resident — Clarence Norman. 

Johnson’s campaign denies the con- 
tention — and then contends that 
Simpson is the one with those Nor- 



Brooklyn political establishment, with 
Simpson earning the support of the 
current Kings County Democratic 
boss, Assemblyman Vito Lopez 
(D-Bushwick), and Johnson gamering 
the endorsements of the Independent 
Neighborhood Democrats, the Central 
Brooklyn Independent Democrats, 
and the Lambda Independent Democ- 
rats of Brooklyn. 

Johnson’s biggest public supporter 
is Chris Owens, the one-time congres- 
sional candidate and future borough 
president candidate, who has called 
for Lopez’s resignation, saying his 
support for Simpson shows that the 
See SURROGATE on page 5 



Jake Eigsti gets waved around third by manager Edgar Alfonzo in the third inning of the Cyclones' 
big win over the Staten Island Yankees on Monday night at Keyspan Park. 


Clones spank Yanks 

Sweep playoff opener, finals next 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

“,l“^“ peare a WlHMIMBItE 


The Brooklyn Cyclones swept aside their hated 
rivals, the nefarious Staten Island Yankees, in the 
opening round of the New York-Penn League 
playoffs with a spirited 3-1 victory on Monday 
night at Keyspan 
Park — one day 
after the team’s 
8-4 triumph in 
Staten Island. 

The Cyclones 
had to wait extra 
long to pop the 
corks on their 
Champagne (ac- 
tually, sparkling 
apple cider!): the 
start of Monday’s 
clincher was de- 
layed two hours 
by fog in steamy 
Coney Island and 
the game itself 
was halted for 
nearly an hour af- 
ter the fifth inning 
with the Cyclones 
leading 2-0. 

“It’s not only 
[great] that we 
Sparkling-cider-drenched win- ^ eat . Yankees, 
ning pitcher Dylan Owen. but lt s ^ we ’ re 
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going to the final,” said Cyclones manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo, the only skipper to take the Clones to the 
championship round in the team’s seven-year history. 

The 2001 season, you’ll remember, ended with 
the Cyclones leading the Williamsport Crosscutters 
1-0 in the best-of-three series. The 9-11 attacks end- 
ed the playoffs and the Cyclones and Crosscutters 
were named “co-champions.” 

On Monday, despite the fog delays, the Clones 
dispatched with the 2005 and 2006 champion Yan- 
kees with seemingly little effort (though not without 

Brooklyn got on the board first with two runs in 
the bottom of the third inning, thanks to an RBI 
double by Raul Reyes and a single by Ezequiel 

The team added an insurance run in the sixth 
when Sunday night’s hero, Lucas Duda, singled to 
center to score Micah Schilling. 

That run proved vital, as the Yankees put a man 
on first and second with no outs in the ninth inning, 
but reliever Eddie Kunz got out of it with only an 
unearned mn scoring. 

Kunz had also closed out Sunday’s win, but with- 
out Duda, this series might have gone the other way. 

On Sunday, he tied the game at 4-4 with a mon- 

See CLONES BEAT YANKS on page 1 4 
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lunch • dinner • take-out 



60 Henry Street 
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30 floors of sensational views 


A hip cultural district, home to the nation’s 
most visionary center for the arts 
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SATURDAY 

September 15 



Gimmie 

brains! 


Make sure to study up on 
"Night ot the Living Dead" 






and other flesh-eating fun 
will come courtesy of 
hosts Gabe and Jenny. 

8 pm at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave., at St. Johns Place in 
Park Slope). $8. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 230-0236. 


SUNDAY 

September 1 6 


Get Goosed 

If a day at the Brooklyn 
Book Festival left you 
aching for books from a 
simpler time, drop into 
the Brooklyn Historical 
Society to check out "Mo- 
ther Goose in an Air Ship: 
19th Century Children's 
Books." The exhibit is 
made up over 80 books 
and games from the 1 9th 
and 20th century, focusing 



TUESDAY 

September 1 8 



Primary 

colors 



info on the candidates 
vying for the open surro- 
gate judgeship in the 
borough. 

6 am-9 pm. To find the 
polling site nearest to you. 


THURSDAY 

September 20 

Oh, what 
a 'Fight' 

We love the Belgian 
block streets of DUMBO, 
and since we don't mind 
boxing, silent auctions or 
snacks, either, we'll be 
heading over to the 
"DUMBO Fight Night" 
fundraiser. They're col- 
lecting cash for the 
DUMBO Improvement 



FRIDAY 

September 2 1 



Green 

monsters 



raffle should make this an 
energy efficient way to 
spend the afternoon. 


1 1 am-4 pm at Borough Hall 
(209 Joralemon St in 
Downtown Brooklyn). Free. 
For information, visit 
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The kids are, 
in fact, alright 

I t’s hard to say when exactly fall 
begins. Some people look for the 
leaves changing color. Some listen 
for the sound of helmets crashing on 
the gridiron. Me, I look for the ciga- 
rette butts scattered across the side- 
walk in front of our neighborhood 
dorms, the St. George and Clark 
Street Residences. They can only 
mean one thing: after a summer of 
clean sidewalks and quiet nights, the 

The dorms that flank the Clark 
Street subway station are unlike 
most college residence halls. While 
most dormitories house students 
from one college or university, these 
buildings are completely independent. The 1 200 students living 
in the two buildings attend approximately 22 schools across the 
city, from the School for Film and Television to the Institute of 
Culinary Education. They’re open to anyone studying in the city 
— which creates a unique mixture of future chefs, artists, design- 
ers and lawyers. 

It’s easy to get the impression that the students living on 
Clark and Henry streets aren’t enamored of Brooklyn Heights. 
They sit outside their residence halls for hours, smoking ciga- 
rettes and talking on the phone. I imagined them complaining to 
one another that they’re plagued with boredom, stuck in Ameri- 
ca’s first suburb. 

“That could be true for some people fresh out of high 
school,” said Pakawadee Sinsap, 20. “There’s no party scene or 
real weekend hangout.” 

Sinsap moved to Brooklyn Heights from Bangkok last month 
to attend Manhattan’s Laboratory Institute of Merchandise, a fash- 
ion business college. Sinsap was offered three housing options in 
addition to the Clark Street 
Residence: one on the Upper 
East Side and the other near 
Herald Square. Brooklyn 
Heights was her first choice. 

“It’s obviously a safe 
neighborhood,” she said. 
“But beyond that, the social 
scene is really great. I live 
with people who all go to 
different schools, which is 
far better than a traditional 
dorm. I have friends at the 
Film Academy and I’m 
studying design, so those are 
potential future colleagues.” 
While Sinsap is scoping 
professional connections, other students chose the St. George 
residence for its close — but not too close — proximity to Man- 

Tyler Bell, 18, left Texas to attend the Art Institute of New 
York. He had a choice of living in Manhattan or Brooklyn 
Heights but said the decision was easy: He chose Brooklyn 
Heights for the “calmer pace of life.” That’s pretty sophisticated 
for a teenager. 

“It’s refreshing here,” said Bell. “I’m young and I could get 
caught up in city life.” Bell prefers to walk along the Promenade 
or hang out in the St. George common room. “This dorm is so 
much fun. It’s just a big melting pot.” 

But not everyone is thrilled to have the dorms back to life. 
Amie Schaeffer exits the Clark Street subway station every 
evening and finds the students a nuisance. 

“The last thing I want to do when I get home is literally step 
over a bunch of kids hanging out in front of their building,” he 
said. “But I can admit, if I had kids, I would feel better about 
them living here than somewhere on the Lower East Side.” 

For parents, especially those unfamiliar with New York, saying 
goodbye as their children move on to independent living can be 
very unnerving. 

“My parents will feel much better about my situation when they 
actually see it,” said Wendy Freeman, 19. “They’re in Texas, and 
they just hear ‘New York,’ which sounds scary. They don’t know 
[Brooklyn Heights] is so beautiful. They’ll love that it’s minutes 
away from the city, but still removed.” 

To my surprise, many of my collegiate neighbors appreciate 
the same qualities about the Heights that I do. 

“A good night for me is just a stroll down Montague Street 
and a bite at the Heights Cafe,” said Sinsap. 

One thing is certain: she doesn’t need to take a class in good 
taste. Juliana Bunim is a writer who lives in Brooklyn Heights. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

For those of you looking for some mixing and mingling, head 
to Taze restaurant at 142 Montague St. on Sept. 17 for “A 
Brooklyn Affair,” an evening to make professional or personal 
connections over food and cocktails with other Brooklynites. For 
information, visit www.allaboutbrooklyn.com. . . . Two Trees 
Management just announced that Aswoon Studio, a high- 
end design store, will open in 14 Jay St. at John St. . . . Cameron 
Diaz was spotted last week at the Fulton Ferry Landing in 
DUMBO filming her latest flick, “What Happens in Vegas,” 
helmed by director Tom Vaughan. . . . The Brooklyn Dojo. at 
93 Pineapple Walk, is still taking registrations for its kids’ karate 
classes. For information, visit www.brooklyndojo.com. . . . Tan- 
go. that upscale women’s boutique at 145 Montague St., be- 
tween Clinton and Henry streets, is selling off its summer duds at 
up to 60 percent off. E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 





Towering over DUMBO 

The brand-new J Condo tower — all 33 stories of it — rises over one of DUMBO's famously converted warehouse buildings. 
The neighborhood Improvement District is hosting a Sept. 20 fundraiser to preserve the area's endangered character. 


Columbus ‘Park’ still parking 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Like a car stuck in park, the 
city has failed to move on its 
promise to restore a small 
pedestrian path in a Brooklyn 
Heights park to its owners and 
intended users: the public. 

Despite a spring deadline to 
bar Supreme Court judges from 
using a sliver of Columbus Park 
as a parking lot, the dozen or so 
personal vehicles remain in the 
cordoned-off pedestrian path 
near Adams and Joralemon 

The section of the park that 
the city has promised to return 
to the public is only a third or 
so of the space occupied by the 
judges. It lies between a larger 
park-tumed-lot and a park 
walkway used by Borough 
President Markowitz’s office as 
a parking lot. 

The city insists that before the 
sliver can be returned to Brook- 
lynites, it must first create anoth- 
er “curb cut” or access point to 
the larger lot that occupies the 
park space between Borough 
Hall and Adams Street. 

Phil Abramson, a Parks De- 
partment spokesman, insisted 
that bureaucrats were hard at 

“Officials met last week on- 
site to review proposed loca- 
tions for a curb cut, and the en- 
gineers are examining the 
logistics of installing one,” said 
Abramson. 

But he issued a similar re- 
sponse back in January, when 
he told The Brooklyn Paper, 
“The pedestrian path will be re- 
stored this spring.” 

Spring has passed, and sum- 
mer is nearly gone, but Abram- 
son would only refer questions 
about the delay to the Depart- 
ment of Transportation. He was- 
n’t the only one to finger-point. 
Courts spokesman David Book- 
staver said his agency gave “in- 
put” about the judges’ “security 
needs” a number of months ago. 
But he wouldn’t discuss the se- 
curity needs of the judges’ vehi- 
cles, citing court policy. 

DOT spokeswoman Molly 
Gordy took the blame for the 
delay. She said traffic engineers 
had found a location to install a 



Judges continue to park on a walkway in Columbus Park 


Borough Hall. 


new curb cut, but then discov- 
ered that it was “too close to a 
busy intersection to be safe.” 
“We found another location 
[for the curb cut] further from 
the intersection, but there was a 


subway grating there, and a 
tree,” said Gordy. 

Gordy did not offer a time- 
line for when the epic street-ac- 
cess issue would be solved. But 
once it is, she said the project 


would bounce back to the Parks 
Department, which would, in 
turn, install the controversial 

And so the judges — who, 
like other New York com- 
muters, have a functioning 
mass-transit system at their dis- 
posal — have gotten an exten- 
sion on their eight-year use of 
the public space. 

Yes, according to Judy Stan- 
ton, the executive director of 
the Brooklyn Heights Associa- 
tion, it was back in 1999 when 
then-Administrative Court Judge 
Michael Pesce promised the 
neighborhood that the situation 
would only be temporary, until 
the State Supreme Court’s new 
building at 330 Jay St. was 
complete. 

Stanton is, of course, eager 
to see the cars removed from 
the sliver of a pathway, but not 
at the expense of turning the 
other parking lot into a perma- 

“We do not want them to 
succeed in getting a curb cut,” 
said Stanton. “[A curb cut] 
would really amount to the tak- 
ing of a park. And, it’s an ex- 
tremely busy sidewalk.” 



They’re on fire 

Care Bears on Fire rocked the DUMBO street fair on Sat- 
urday, Sept. 8 in advance of their debut release, "I Stole 
Your Animal," next month. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/V A 718 222-4900 

^ M 7am-iOpm weekdays, 9am-iOpm weekends 

I """ J ' i supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 

I I / 1 | • web cams - watch your dog play 

V I I • curbside pick up and drop off 

* I I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

I I • individual attention 
I I • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at jth Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Home Care By Seniors For Seniors 


There’s a huge difference in 1 
one who really understands 
you have. The need for independent: 
living under his or her belt. 

Our loving, caring, < 
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dently. 
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Shopping 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 



HOW TO GAIN 
MORE CLOSET SPACE 


Step One: 

Visit American Housewares. 


Featuring: 
Japanese, 
Chinese, 
and Thai 


Sea Vj* 

AsfeL„V. NT 

4 YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 

1 5% off any order of 
$15 or more All SUMMER 

78 Clark Street at Henry St. • Bklyn Heights 



HHffl 


Fast, Free Delivery to: 
Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 
DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 



Without calling 



Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch 


Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 


COPY 
FAX SK 

PASSPORT PHOTOS 
MAILBOX RENTALS 

AUTHORIZED 
SHIPPING CENTERS 

BWXtFwEx 

Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 
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This biker ain’t 
no angel 


BROOKLYN 

SOUTH 



Ariella Cohen 

lost bike-busy borough, 


R iding my bike in Brooklyn, I 
get far more honk-punctuated 
death threats than romantic 
proposals. And before last week, I 
never expected anything different. 

Then, I read in the New York Ob- 
server about the sexy, $400-boot- 
wearing, bicycle-riding creatures 
who have, apparently, stolen the 
hearts and bike lanes of the city. 

The article, titled “The Spokes- 
Models,” opened with a question: 

“Who are these Schwinn-pumping, 
flower-shlepping sirens?” And then 
proceded to answer with a descrip- 
tion that left me wondering if the 
Observer had ever observed the city’s 
Brooklyn. 

“Eco-conscious and ethereal, they wear flowing frocks and 
gigantic sunglasses, but never helmets,” Reagan wrote of these 
so-called Beautiful Bicycle Girls. “Their hair flutters in the 
breeze as they leave a trail of swooning male pedestrians in their 
perfumed wake.” 

Wait a minute. Could Reagan have forgotten to take into ac- 
count the Clinton Street bike lane, where perspiring women in 
Spandex and scratched helmets outnumber her biking Barbies, 
her TransAlt angels. Has she ever ridden up Union Street, where 
male drivers seem to be focused on backing up into — not 
charming — the female bikers passing on their right? After 
years of doing it twice a day, I can say the life of bicycle girl, 
beautiful or ugly as a deflated tire, isn’t all pretty. 

First, there are always the issues of perspiration and helmet 
head, because many of us bike woman do actually care to pro- 
tect our noggins, not just our hair. Then, of course, there are the 
speeding, two-ton deathmobiles with which we girls share the 
road, and the aforemen- 
tioned drivers of these vehi- 
cles, who seem to believe 
that my lowly little 10- 
speed is an affront to the 
masculinity of their engines 
and, thus, must be cursed 
In fact, I would go as far 
as to say that the only sem- 
blance of romance I ever 
feel in the gritty, smog-in- 
fused air that perfumes my 
daily rides seems to come 
on days when my skirt or 

dress — yes sometimes I 

J do wear frocks — is failing 
to cooperate. On those spe- 
cial days when my frock inches up my thigh and exposes my 
upper leg, some men do something that may be considered 
swooning, including (shockingly) those Boy-Scout-like, safety- 
vest-wearing Park Slope Food Co-op members who yell not 
very liberal-arts-like catcalls over their grocery carts. I have nev- 
er been impressed enough to do anything more than flick them 
the Beautiful Bicycle Girl bird 

Ariella Cohen, a staff writer at The Brooklyn Paper, now lives in 
Prospect Heights. Red Hook misses her. 



THE KITCHEN SINK 

Slow wind: Waterfront developer Greg O'Connell told The 
Sink this week that a slow breeze has hit his plan to build a 
windmill on the Red Hook waterfront. He hopes to see the green 
energy maker blowing by October. ... Smith Street’s Soula 
Shoes is taking on Park Slope: The trendy bootery will be 
opening a new store at 184 Fifth Ave., at Degraw Street. The 
Sink wonders if they will start stocking Crocs for those crunchy 
Slopers. . . . Have feminism, will pay: Girls for Gender Equality 
is looking young women ages 16-19 for a part-time “Sisters in 
Strength” internship. The pay is $8 an hour — not bad in a 
“man’s world.” For information, contact mandy@ggenyc.org. 
. . . Columbia Street still kicking: Manhattan organic restau- 
rant, Sparky’s, is eying a vacant storefront at 31 1 Columbia St., 
near Summit Street — and word is they aren’t the only fancy 
eatery eying the spot. Stay tuned. ... Crying in our lager: 
Brooklyn Brewery President Steve Hindy told The Sink this 
week that he is looking to move his brewery to Bushwick be- 
cause his plan to move his brewery to the Red Hook waterfront 
appears “dead.” Sad Sink. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Slow down! 


A car speeds by the mural on Butler Street in Boerum Hill showing the faces and names of three children who were run 
down and killed on busy Third Avenue last year. 


Carroll courtyard saved! 



By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The much-loved F-train 
plaza at the Carroll Street sta- 
tion will stay! 

Developer Billy Stein, who 
owns a portion of the concrete 
plaza above the Second Place 
entrance to the F-line station 
agreed this week to maintain 
the courtyard as an open space 
even as he moves forward 
with a seven-story luxury 
building above it and on a 
parking that borders on the 
comer of Smith Street. 

“I don’t want to change it,” 
Stein said. 

The developer has been under 
attack because of the 70-foot 
height of the 360 Smith St. proj- 
ect. But he redeemed himself in 
some eyes when he called the 
open plaza, where trainspotters 
watch subways move under- 
ground from the elevated Smith- 
Ninth Street station, “New York 
City’s answer to East Hampton 

“You watch the trains roll in 
like waves,” he said at a packed 
Carroll Gardens Neighborhood 
Association on Monday. 

Neighborhood straphangers 
had fretted for months about 
losing the courtyard. But even 
as the developer bows to that 
concern, he remains committed 
to building as high as zoning 
law allows for the site, a large 
lot surrounded by two- to ftve- 

“My building will give 
young families that can’t spend 


$1.5 million to buy a brown- 
stone an opportunity to enter 
this community,” he said. 

The controversial Smith 
Street building was first 
glimpsed in renderings posted 
on architect Robert Scarano’s 
Web site. The digital drawing 
showed a bulky, geometric 
building covered in shiny, 
metallic facade and was imme- 
diately dubbed the “Heavy Met- 
al building” by the blog, 
Gowanus Lounge. 


In June, The Brooklyn Paper 
reported that Scarano had agreed 
to redesign the building with a 
brick facade that looked more 
like the nearby brownstones. 

Scarano himself has been a 
target, with Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio (D-Carroll Gardens) 
calling for his license to be re- 
voked because of prior zoning 
and building code violations. 
Stein defended his architect as 
an old friend and one of the de- 
signers “responsible for the re- 


vitalization of Brooklyn.” 

“Many families all across 
Brooklyn are living happily in 
buildings he designed,” he said, 
showing off a new rendering of a 
tasteful building covered in red- 
dish bricks and white terra cotta 
The design was viewed as an 
improvement, though many said 
it still did not match the area’s 
19th-century elegance. 

“If they must build a big build- 
ing,” said Santo Matarazzo, “why 
not make a big brownstone?” 



long Island’ going to remain in Brooklyn 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The “closed” sign (right) on Atlantic Avenue’s his- 
toric, chrome-and neon-signed Long Island Bar and 
Restaurant (left) is not forever, The Stoop has learned. 

Owner Emma Sullivan sent locals into a tizzy when she 
put up the sign last week, but it turns out that she’s taking a 
siesta in Spain, according to a source close to her. 

Our source said that the Sullivan family, which has 
owned the Atlantic Avenue diner since 1 95 1 , is taking a 


little extra time off because of a new baby in the clan. 

“It’s good stuff happening, and they will open again,” 
he reassured us. 

The old-fashioned eatery has served as an Art Deco 
landmark at the comer of Henry Street. As neighborhood 
lore has it, the neat lace curtains that hang in the restau- 
rant’s front window have been there since Sullivan, now 
a grandmother, was a girl working under her father, Ra- 
mon Montero, who opened the place. 




Home Care By Seniors For Seniors 


There’s a huge difference in the kind of 

one who really understands what your 
life is like as a senior. The concerns 
you have. The need for independence, 
who, like you, has a little 


Our loving, caring, compassionate 

services you need to stay in your < 
home, living independently. 

• Companion Care < 

• Housekeeping Services > 

• Meal Preparation/Cooking ■ 

• Personal Care ■ 

• Overnight and 24-hour Care 

• Transportation 

• Shopping scgogg* 

Call us today. It’s just like getting a little help from your friends. 

www.SeniorsHelpingSeniors.com - (347) 689-8589 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
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• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
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Step One: 

Visit American Housewares. 
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Court Express 718 - 237-8888 

Car Service 24 Hour • 7 Day Dispatch I 


Featuring: 
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Chinese, 
and Thai 
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78 Clark Street at Henry St. 

( 718 ) 625-9893 
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Fast, Free Delivery to: 
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Leave packages with us. 

And your worries behind. 

As your neighborhood shipping center we offer 
many services in addition to packing and shipping. 
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SHIPPING CENTERS 

Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing Center 

495 Henry Street • (71 8) 852-8844 
Open 7 Days 'til 9pm 








Live from the 
top of Brooklyn 


I ts tippity-top marks the highest 
human-made structure in Brook- 
lyn. It looks like a gaunt Eiffel 
Tower, a red light blinking at its pin- 
nacle. But have you ever wondered 
why a radio tower was attached to 
the roof of Brooklyn Technical HS 
on Fort Greene Place at all? 

It was a mystery shrouded in apa- 
thy until an impertinent outsider, 
who wandered through the neighbor- 
hood a few weeks back, asked me to 
look into it. 

And so I began to wonder. When 
I brought the matter to the attention 
of Ursula Hegewisch, the new chair 
of the Fort Greene Association, she 
began to wonder, too. 

“I live right across the street 
from it, and I’m staring at it right 
chatted conspiratorially 



Dana Rubinstein 


said Hegewisch, as we 
the phone. “I just hope it won’t be 
decorating a luxury condo tower anytime soon.” 

Still hungry for information, I called Brooklyn Tech Principal 
Randy Asher, who was as helpful as he could be, given his utter 
lack of familiarity with the enormous phallus on his rooftop. 

Asher speculated that it was used by a radio station next to 
Westinghouse HS, which is located at the nearby Metrotech 
campus, but he couldn’t elaborate. 

“I cannot provide more information at this time, but I am cu- 
rious and I look forward to your article,” Asher wrote in a cryp- 


Asher may be courtly, but could 
600 feet above Dekalb Avenue — ei 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank towe 



ven higher than the 512-foot 
;r — exist in a parallel uni- 
verse invisible to even the 
all-seeing eyes of the 
school principal? 

Apparently. 

Anyway, after countless 
other phone calls and e- 
mails that I will not re- 
count, I finally hit the jack- 
pot with Michael Weiss, 
who graduated from Brook- 
lyn Tech in 1957 (back 
when radio was in its hey- 
day and television the new 
threat on the block). Not 
only did Weiss study at 
Tech, but he later taught 
physics there, worked as a 
guidance counselor and 


was the assistant principal. 

According to Weiss, back in the day, Brooklyn Tech ran what 
was known was the “homebound program.” If, for whatever rea- 
son, a student had to stay home for an extended period of time, 
he or she could sign up for certain classes like biology and Eng- 
lish that were taught in a radio studio, the lectures transmitted 
via the antenna to rabbit ears throughout the city. 

“I actually worked on my lunch period in the office that serv- 
iced the homebound population, which numbered in the hun- 
dreds,” said Weiss on the phone. 

“Everybody knew the antenna; it was an icon,” said Weiss. 

And how about this nugget: the antenna that now rises above 
Brooklyn Tech is not the original one. According to Weiss, it’s 
actually a rebuilt antenna installed in the 1970s. 

Of course, radio soon began to fade as a cutting-edge technol- 
ogy. By the time Weiss left Brooklyn Tech, in 1985, computers 
had superceded radio in the halls of the esteemed high school. 

Now, Tech is too busy teaching students how to upload pod- 
casts to the World Wide Web to worry about any sort of technol- 
ogy that requires antennae. 

But the antenna has stayed within the city’s portfolio. WNYE 
is now a part of the NYC TV conglomerate, which produces a 
surprising number of good (albeit propaganda-laden) shows 
about the city, including “It’s My Park!” (Full disclosure: the 
show is made by a buddy of mine. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t 


And, to appease viewers like me, who are too cheap for ca- 
ble, NYC TV transmits its Channel 25 programming via cable 
and broadcast, straight to my rabbit ears. 

Dana Rubinstein is a reporter for The Brooklyn Paper. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 

Oldies but goodies from Bishop Loughlin's classes of 1942, 
’47, ’52, ’57, ’62, ’67, ’72 and ’77 (and not so-oldies from the 
classes of ’82, ’87, ’92 and 1997), will reunite on Oct. 20 and re- 
member the traumatic days of high school. To register, call (718) 
857-2700 x225 1 . . . . Clinton Hill artist and philanthropist Dan- 
ny Simmons and artist Daniel Scheffer are painting a mural 
at Sunset Park's Tabla Rasa Gallery, then cutting it up and 
selling pieces for $50 a pop on Oct. 7. All of the money from the 
“PUMP IT UP!” show will go to buy Playpump systems, which 
chum out potable water in rural Africa. Tabla Rasa Gallery is at 
224 48th St., between Second and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park). For information, call (718) 833-9100 or visit 
www.tablarasagallery.com. . . . Clinton Hill-based branding firm 
Push Creative is one of three African-American-helmed firms 
to win a million-dollar contract to promote Lexus vehicles to 
African-American drivers in urban and suburban areas. Con- 
grats! E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 



Artist Malcolm Gammah poses with his painting, "Lea Muses," which adorns the exterior of Red Bamboo Restaurant. 


Artist changing face of nabe 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Malcolm Gammah is single- 
handedly updating the tired Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill dining 
aesthetic with house paint and a 
futuristic take on the age-old art 
of portraiture. 

And he’s doing it even though 
he only moved to Brooklyn four 
months ago — barely enough 
time for the average transplant to 
arrange his furniture. 

Not only has Gammah, a 27- 


year-old Connecticut native, 
arranged the furniture in his 
Quincy Street apartment, but 
he’s already working on projects 
inside and outside of four 
n a mural on the side 
of the African-French boite Le 
Toukouleur, on Bedford Avenue 
and Quincy Street; murals in a 
new Mexican restaurant on 
Franklin Avenue and in the new 
Moroccan tapas joint in the old 
Liquors space on DeKalb Av- 
enue; and he has a show of his 


portraiture at Red Bamboo, also 
on DeKalb Avenue. 

“In his painting, he reflects 
the neighborhood and its peo- 
ple,” said leannette Diop, the 
owner of the African-French 
restaurant, Le Toukouleur. 

Gammah’s work includes his 
distinct brand of portrait-painting, 
with its comic-book, graffiti- and 
graphic-design influences. 

“Aesthetically, some things in 
Fort Greene could use improve- 
ment,” explained Gammah, as he 


stood in front of the old Liquors 
spot and across the street from 
Red Bamboo, wearing a foppish 
straw hat, black Converse, and a 
comically large watch. 

What sort of improvement? 

“My art.” 

With that sort of bravado, and 
his talent at updating the neigh- 
borhood’s Afro-punk, French- 
African vibe, you’d think he was 
bom in Brooklyn. 

For a taste of Gammah's work, 
check out www.myspace.com/ 
malcolmgammah. 


'Murder Ave’ now has killer food 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Myrtle Avenue is fast over- 
taking DeKalb Avenue as Fort 
Greene’s and Clinton Hill’s 
restaurant row. In little more 
than five weeks, a jaw-dropping 
(and saliva-inducing) five i >oites 
have opened their doors on the 
avenue once better known for its 
crime stats than its mascarpone 
blush sauce. 

II Torchio, an Italian joint, 
has begun churning out farfalle 
and penne between Washington 
and Waverly avenues; Manee 
Thai, between Clermont Av- 
enue and Adelphi Street, brings 
a much-longed-for Southeast 
Asian alternative to the stalwart 
Myrtle Thai; the Ruthie’s soul- 
food empire is opening its third 
restaurant, between Emerson 
Place and Classon Avenue; 
Tamboril, a Nuevo Latino 
boite, has started serving sun- 
dried chimichurri between 
Grand Avenue and Steuben 
Street; and an American take- 
out joint called Kuote has been 
selling pasta salad between 
Washington Park and Carlton 
Avenue. 

“Myrtle Avenue is up and 
coming now,” said Ed Fowler, 
the co-owner of Kuote. 
“There’s a Walgreen’s coming 
up the block. There are two 



new condo towers going up 
near Flatbush and Myrtle.” 

The Myrtle Avenue Revital- 
ization Project, which has been 
working to transform the av- 
enue for years, announced the 
news this week on its blog. 
Even better for TV diners, 


MARP has posted the menus 
online (take that, MenuPages!). 

At least one local eater is 
thrilled. 

“H Torchio has fantastic food 
and decor,” said Myrtle Avenue 
Business Improvement District 
President Doug Bowen. 


“And, frankly, I’d rather see 
an empty space turned into a 
new restaurant than another nail 

For information on these new 
restaurants, check out the Myrtle 
Avenue Revitalization Project Web 
site at www.myrtleavenue.org. 
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Court Express for a 
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Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 
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GROOMING • BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 
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PUPPIES & KITTENS! V 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments JL 


(7i8) 258-2342 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



Postal Service 
stretching it 


PS... 

I LOVE YOU 



I f you’re finally seeing fewer rub- 
ber bands on the streets of the 
neighborhood, you can thank me. 

If you’re not, you can call the 
Postal Service and berate them. 

Responding to my ongoing se- 
ries (this one makes three jeremiads 
. . . and counting!) about the scourge 
of Postal Service letter carriers hap- 
hazardly tossing their leftover rub- 
ber bands all over our streets, the 
agency told me the other day that it 
has set up a hotline to track cus- 
tomer complaints about problem. 

I found this out after my second 
hard-hitting column (“Rubber band 
man fights on”) hit The Paper on 
Aug. 25. That’s when I got a call 
from Andrea Burrows, a “customer relations coordinator” at the 
main postal service office in Brooklyn. She said that the “Brook- 
lyn Postmaster” wanted to talk to me about “the situation.” 

I said I’d be happy to talk to anyone under one condition: the 
meeting leads to the resolution of the problem of these letter car- 
riers becoming titter depositors, a problem I exposed in my 
hard-hitting first column, “Time to ‘band’ together in Slope,” 
which ran on luly 28). 

Am I obsessed? What can I say? Some men are bom to great- 
ness. Others have rubber bands thrust upon them. 

Anyway, I agreed to the meeting with Archie Warner, who, it 
turns out, is not the postmaster at all, but merely the manager of 
“customer service operations” for 10 stations in Brooklyn, in- 
cluding the Van Brunt station on Ninth Street, where letter carri- 
ers’ inability to recycle their mbber bands — as per Postal Ser- 
vice guidelines! — has at- 
tracted my single-minded 

Warner is a genuinely 
nice man. He took my con- 
n about rubbery titter se- 


H ON OUR OTHER 

stoop 



1 . He did not let me see the e-mail. 

2. The problem has continued unabated. 

3. Why is any Postal Service official sending e-mails to his 
subordinates? Can’t he — oh, I don’t know — send a letter? 

I told Warner I’d be monitoring the situation — the reader de- 
mands it! — and he told me about the Postal Service “hotline,” 
which turned out to be nothing more than the main customer 
service number (1-800-ASK-USPS). 

A tittle disappointed, I walked Warner to my office door. But 
first, I gave him about 10 rubber bands — just the ones that I 
had found on my walk home on the day before our meeting. 

He took them, but he didn’t take them comfortably. 

Then, not five minutes later, I headed out of the office for a 
cup of coffee — and, sure enough, there was one of the rubber 
bands that I had just given Warner, sitting by the elevator door. 

Do you get the feeling that the Postal Service still isn’t taking 
this seriously? 

Gersh Kuntzman is the editor of The Brooklyn Paper. He lives 
in Park Slope with his wife and two kids. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

It was nice to see Time Out New York Kids shining a spot- 
tight on Seventh Avenue between 1 4th and 1 5th streets 

(though not so nice to have the magazine snarkily describe it as 
once “tittle more than boarded-up storefronts”). The mag cele- 
brated the stores Toyspace and Baby Bird, plus the fine cafe’s, 
Anthony's, Parco and Tost. But we found one glaring over- 
sight: How could they ignore the office of Assemblyman Jim 
Brennan?! ... The Gallery Players, Park Slope’s beloved 
troupe, want you to submit your play to their 11th annual “Black 
Box New Play Festival.” The winning play will be produced 
next year, which is a big deal for struggling playwrights tike our 
editor, who wrote the seminal hit, "SUV: The Musical." The 
deadline is Nov. 1 , but there’s one catch: no musicals! And there 
are lots of rules, so e-mail info@engine37.org with questions. 
. . . Our pal, Rick Field, was pickling string beans at the Grand 
Army Plaza farmer's market last Saturday. Now that’s a 
man who loves his mother (and her Dilly Beans recipe!). 
. . . Care Bears on Fire — everyone’s favorite kiddie rock 
band — burned down the house at the DUMBO street fair on 
Sunday. The Park Slope-based trio’s new album, "I Stole Your 
Animal," will be out on Oct. 2, but the “release party” is at 
Southpaw (125 Fifth Ave., between Sterling and St. Johns 
places) on Sept. 28 at 8 pm. Eight pm?! What about the chil- 
dren?! 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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They’ve drawn a line 


This single — and broken — yellow line (yes, it's yellow, despite appearing white in our black-and-white photo above) was just 
painted along two-way Sixth Avenue, the very same thoroughfare that the city wanted to convert to one-way earlier this summer. 
But while many Slopers were happy to see a yellow line on Sixth Avenue, many were confused as to why it was a single, dashed 
line and not the traditional solid, double yellow. A DOT spokesman said it's dashed because the street is "narrow" — and he de- 
nied that the single line meant the city is reconsidering the much-reviled plan to make Sixth Avenue a one-way street. 

Let s all CVETCH together 






The Brooklyn Paper 

Apparently, there was 
cvetching on Fifth Avenue ! 

We don’t mean “kvetch,” as in the Yid- 
dish word for complaining, but CVETCH 
as in the “Committee to Verify Every- 
thing That’s Coming Here,” a nebulous 
group that posted a quickly removed sign 
in the window of a vacant space on Fifth 
Avenue asking passers-by that most stim- 
ulating of questions: “What kinds of 
shops would we like to see here?” 

The sign, which was first reported on 
Brownstoner.com, quickly became a 
sounding board. 

“Books,” wrote one passer-by. 

“Indian food,” wrote another. 

“Noodles!” added a third. 

A second category — “But PLEASE 


no more ...” — was quickly filled (ap- 
parently, Park Slopers tike to kvetch 
more than CVETCH). 

“Spas,” wrote an anti-spa resident. 

“Fundamentalist churches,” added a 

“Books,” wrote someone who object- 
ed to the earlier call for a bookstore. 

“Prohibitively expensive women’s 
clothing,” added another. 

The party line was closed hours after it 
began. But that didn’t stop the comment- 
ing, which filled the Brownsloner Web 
site with everything from more requests 
for stores and eateries (“How about an 
Ethiopian restaurant? ) to the predictable 
breakdown in civilization (posters got into 
a vibrant debate about the shopping habits 
of whites and blacks) . — Kuntzman 
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Condo to replace 
a church garden 


V 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The garden of Gethsemane is going, 
going, gone! After six months of nego- 
tiations — and protests from some 
neighbors of the Eighth Avenue chapel 
— the Church of Gethsemane has sold 
its 10th Street garden to local real-es- 
tate broker Tim Betancourt, who says 
he will build a five-story building 
there. 

“We had the closing about a week 
ago,” said Rev. Liz Alexander, who 
leads the Presbyterian congregation. 
“We didn’t want to sell the space, but 
we’re relieved because it will keep the 
church alive and we’ll able to look for- 
ward to many more years. We have a 
very special mission in this church.” 

Betancourt, who did not respond to 
a request for comment, has filed plans 
with the Buildings Department to con- 
struct a five-story residential building 
on the lot, which sits directly adjacent 
to the church on a prime spot just one 


block from the F train and Prospect 
Park. 

The church, which is ironically 
named after the garden where Christ 
was betrayed by Judas, was founded in 
1989 with the mission to serve people 
who have been in prison or who have 
relatives in prison. Meanwhile, the 
church’s neighbors in the fast-gentrify- 
ing neighborhood have been on a mis- 
sion to preserve what they regard as a 
precious green space. 

“I am very sad, but realize we did as 
much as we could to convince the 
church to pursue another avenue,” 
wrote Peggy Cyphers in a mass e-mail 
to a group she founded to oppose the 
church’s plans. 

Like Betancourt, Alexander 
clammed up when our questions turned 

“It’s bittersweet for us,” was all she’d 
say. “We hate to see the property go, but 
as stewards of what God has given us, 
the money will go into an endowment to 
help keep the church alive.” 
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It really is hard to find good help in Slope 




Former Brooklyn Paper Editor Neil Sloane and wife Carolina 
Rivera are the proud parents of Lucia Helene Sloane. The 7- 
pound, 9-ounce baby was born on Sept. 4. The tot joins the 
couple's prior creation, Gabriela, now age 2. The Brooklyn 
Paper — your best source for fast-breaking baby news about 
editors and former editors. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Contractors are suspected 
in at least two burglaries last 
week, cops said. 

In the first case, $1,000 in 
jewelry was stolen from a 
Prospect Park West apartment 
on Aug. 28 , police said. 


The residents of the unit, 
which is between Sixth and 
Seventh streets, told cops that 
only the contractor had access 
to the apartment. 

When they returned home, 
the couple discovered that the 
jewelry box, which had been 
hidden in a closet, had been 
cracked open and three items, 


valued at $1,400 together, had 
been stolen. 

Soon after, $2,000 in jewelry 
-plus $350 and a camera — 
were removed from a President 
, cops said, 
told police that a 
contractor working in the build- 
ing had been given access to 
her apartment that day. 


A week of many 
break-ins in Slope 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Park Slope’s 78th Precinct experienced a 
mini-crime wave of burglaries last week, police 
reports show. 

There were nine break-ins, as compared to only 
four during the same week last year. So far this 
year, there has been roughly the same number of 
burglaries as last year (136 to 130). 

Here are the details from some of last week’s 

• The movie theater on Prospect Park West, be- 
tween 14th and 15th streets, was broken into after 
midnight on Sept. 7, and the thief got away with 
$600. 

• A man was arrested after breaking into a con- 
struction site on Second Avenue at 15th Street, 
stealing three 15-foot steel beams, police said. 

A witness saw the man break into the job site at 
around 7 am on Sept. 8, and carry the beams 
down the street on a dolly, according to the police 
report. When cops arrived, they found a hole in 
the fence and many of the same steel beams at the 


dollars in high-tech equipment when a burglar 
broke into her Union Street apartment on Sept. 6, 
cops said. 

The 27-year-old victim said the perp entered 
through her bedroom window sometime between 
noon and 7 pm, and got away with a $2,200 Apple 
laptop, a $2,000 Dell laptop, an iPod and thou- 
sands of dollars in gold and diamond jewelry. 

• A 12th Street man lost thousands of dollars in 
jewelry when his apartment was broken into on 
Sept. 4. 

The victim told cops that he was only away 
from the apartment, which is at Eighth Avenue 
from 10:30 am to 1:45 pm. But that’s when the 
thief broke in and took a Fossil watch, several 
gold bracelets, a pear necklace, gold chains and 
diamond jewelry. 

Cops put the total value of the haul at $7,155. 

• A Fourth Avenue man had $400 in quarters 
stolen out of his apartment on Sept. 6, cops said. 

According to the 74-year-old victim, the build- 
ing is under construction, so that may have helped 
the burglar enter at around 10 am. 

Nothing else was taken from the apartment, 
which is at 13th Street. — Kuntzman 


Two-time loser 

A Crown Heights man was 
arrested for stealing a teacher’s 
wallet in her Park Place school 
and then for stealing a guitar 
out of a Carroll Street church 
on Sept. 7. 

The perp’s busy day began at 
just after 8 am, when he entered 
PS 77 and stole a wallet out of a 
35-year-old woman’s purse, 
cops said. 

The 50-year-old thief then 
went to Our Lady of Peace 
church, which is between Third 
and Fourth streets, and stole the 
guitar, police said. 

Asleep at wallet 

A woman who had fallen 
asleep after getting a massage at 
a Seventh Avenue spa woke up 
to discover that a man had tak- 
en her wallet on Sept. 6. 

Police said that the perp had 
asked the receptionist at the 
front desk if he could enter the 
spa, which is at Carroll Street, 

But he took more than just a 
drink, swiping the sleeping 
beauty’s wallet, which con- 
tained credit cards. 

Goods gone 

A Fifth Avenue couple left 
their house for six hours on 
Sept. 8, which was long enough 
for a thief to break in, ransack 
the place, and leave with a 
computer and a digital camera, 
cops said. 

The couple told police that 
they left the apartment, which is 


between First and Second 
streets, at 12:30 pm. They said 
that the apartment window was 
not locked. 

The laptop and camera were 
valued at $800. 

Fish hater 

The good news is that the 
fish are safe. But the bad news 
is that $800 was stolen from a 
Fifth Avenue seafood market on 
Sept. 6, cops said. 

The thief bent two security 
bars and then entered through a 
rear window at around 10:20 
am before helping himself to 
the cash from two registers, po- 
lice said. 

The police report indicates 
that no fish or other seafood 

Music died 

A DI lost the tools of her 
trade to a fast-moving thief on 
Sept. 3. 

The 28-year-old disc jockey 
told cops that she put her 
record-filled bag on the ground 
while she loaded other equip- 
ment into a cab at the comer of 
Vanderbilt Avenue and Grand 
Army Plaza at around 5:30 pm. 

When she returned her atten- 
tion to the bag — which also 
contained her headphones and 
$400 sunglasses — it was gone. 

Bike thief 

A man was arrested after a 
cop watched him clip a bicycle 
lock just after midnight on Sept. 
6 on Union Street, police said. 

After Officer Maria Solano 


Greenhouse effect 

Have the membership requirements at the Park Slope Food Co-op gotten too stringent? Has 
Fresh Direct started growing food as it delivers it? Whatever the case, this pickup truck-cum- 
greenhouse made a brief appearance on St. Johns Place between Seventh and Eighth aven- 
ues last week, filling neighbors with dreams of mobile organic produce. Farmer Isuzu dodged 
requests for an interview, and by week's end, he and his truck were gone. — Kuntzman 


moved in to make the arrest, the 
47-year-old thief stabbed the 
cop several times with his lock- 
cutting shears and then flailed 
around to resist arrest, police 

The incident was logged as 
an assault against a police offi- 


78TH PRECINCT 


cer, though Officer Solano’s in- 
juries were not reported. 

Bar tab 

Pretty much every week 
someone sets down a bag at a 
bar — and pretty much every 
week, we print a version of the 
following item: 

A 29-year-old woman who 
put her bag down at the Black 
Sheep Bar on Bergen Street for 
just “10 minutes” on Sept. 4 re- 
turned to find that the wallet 
had been removed. 

She lost $85 and various 
credit, debit and gift cards in 
the 11:30 pm theft at the popu- 
lar Aussie-themed eatery, just 
west of Fifth Avenue. 

Pocket picked 

A man who had attended the 
annual West Indian-American 
Parade on Labor Day and 
stayed on to partake of a con- 
cert performance had his wallet 
picked near Grand Army Plaza 
at around 1 am, police said. 

By the time he called his 
credit card companies, he was 
informed that the perps had al- 
ready bought “multiple” month- 
ly Metrocards. 

Stolen lives 

At least three people report- 
ed that thieves had stolen their 
identities and used the informa- 
tion to ring up big charges on 
credit cards or make with- 
drawals from their bank ac- 
counts. Here are the details: 

• A 39-year-old St. Johns 
Place man told cops that his 
Discover Card had been used to 
ring up charges at a Target in 
Valley Stream, several gas sta- 
tions and a Metrocard machine. 
In all, the thief stole $770. 

• A 37-year-old Berkeley 
Place man said an unknown 
person successfully signed him- 
self up for five credit cards us- 
ing the victim’s name. That 
thief bought more than $8,000 
in goods from Home Depot and 
Toys R Us. 

• A Ninth Street man told 
cops that someone withdrew 
$6,794 from his Sovereign 
Bank account. 

2 for the road 

At least two vehicles were 
stolen off Park Slope streets last 

• A 40-year-old man told 
cops that be had parked his 
Yamaha motorcycle on Pacific 
Street, between Fourth and 
Flatbush avenues on Sept. 7 at 
8 pm. The $7,500 machine was 
gone when he returned to it the 
next morning at 10:30. 

• A 38-year-old man said he 
had parked his 1999 Honda Ac- 
cord on 10th Street between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West on Sept. 4 at just af- 
ter midnight. Four days later, it 
was gone. 

Some friend 

A woman whose friend was 
doing some construction work 
while she was recovering in the 
hospital returned home to find 
that her $10,000 diamond 
bracelet had been stolen. 

The 68-year-old woman told 
cops that only the friend had ac- 


cess to the apartment, which is 
on Sixth Avenue near Sixth 
Street, while she was recuperat- 
ing between Sept. 1 and 4. 

Cops suspect the contractor 
not only because of that, but be- 
cause be “is known to take part 
in criminal activity,” according 
to the police report. 
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Massive mugging spree in Fort Greene 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Harry Cheadle 

The Bmok ln Paper 


88th Precinct 


Thugs targeted revelers re- 
turning home after a night of 
partying on Sept. 7, resulting 
in five separate muggings, in- 
cluding one that involved one 
of the guys who compiles The 
Brooklyn Paper’s police blot- 

The first incident occurred at 
around 3 am at the comer of 
Waverly and Willoughby av- 
enues, where a man ran up be- 
hind the 20-year-old Paper re- 
porter and struck him in the 
head, knocking him to the 
ground. 

The perp held down the vic- 
tim while he went through his 
pockets and cut his shirt off his 
back with a knife. When the 
victim turned his head to look 
at his assaulter, the man said, 


“Don’t look at me!” and struck 
him again, resulting in a nasty 
black eye. He then escaped 
with $35, and a cellphone. 

A similar robbery took place 
an hour later, at the comer of 
Lafayette Avenue and Steuben 
Street. Three hoodlums followed 
a man as he left a Taaffe Place 
nightclub, then pushed him to the 
ground, cut his clothes, and got 
away with his glasses and his 
cellphone, cops said. 

At the same time, another 
mugging was happening on Wa- 
verly Avenue, police said. A 30- 
year-old woman was walking be- 
tween Myrtle and Park avenues 
when a man grabbed her purse 
and said, “Gimme yo’ bag,” and 
called her a derogatory name. 

She refused and held on to 
her Prada bag, so the thug 


punched her several times and 
ripped away the bag, which 
contained a cellphone and a 
Blackberry. 

Another set of robbers 
stalked victims by car. First, a 
man pulled up next to a woman 
at the comer of DeKalb and 
Carlton avenues around 7 am 
and told her, “Give me your bag 
or I’ll shoot you.” The woman 
ignored his threat and ran. 

The man drove off. 

Moments later, police report 
that the same man, this time 
with a female accomplice, am- 
bushed another woman on the 
comer of DeKalb Avenue and 
St. Felix Street. They pushed her 
down, injuring her hand, and 
took her pocketbook before 
driving away. 

In this last case, cops were 
successful in tracking down the 
muggers, stopping the car and 
discovering the woman’s purse 
inside. The Bonnie and Clyde 
couple was charged with rob- 
bery, and the woman went to 
the hospital for treatment. 

Thief’s friend 

Diamonds and cash were 
stolen from a woman’s La- 
fayette Avenue apartment after 
her building’s superintendent 
left her door unlocked. 

The super apparently drilled 
holes in her locks on Sept. 4 so 
he could let some contractors in 
to fix a leak under her sink. 
Three days later the woman, 
who lives near South Oxford 
Street, was shocked to discover 
her jewelry and cash were gone. 
She realized that after the con- 
tractors had left, the door had re- 
mained unlocked. 

Among the items missing 
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Greenhouse effect 

Have the membership requirements at the Park Slope Food Co-op gotten too stringent? Has 
Fresh Direct started growing food as it delivers it? Whatever the case, this pickup truck-cum- 
greenhouse made a brief appearance on St. Johns Place between Seventh and Eighth aven- 
ues last week, filling neighbors with dreams of mobile organic produce. Farmer Isuzu dodged 
requests for an interview, and by week's end, he and his truck were gone. — Gersh Kuntzman 


were a $1,000 diamond watch, 
a $500 birthstone ring, $600 di- 
amond earrings, a diamond ring 
worth $1 ,000, and $300. 

Shopping spree 

A woman didn’t notice her 
wallet was gone until the pick- 
pocket used her credit card to 
buy $400 worth of goods at a 
local department store. 

The woman received a call 
from her credit card company at 
7:30 pm on Sept. 4 telling her 
that a suspicious charge had been 
made at a shopping mall on Flat- 
bush and Atlantic avenues. 

The woman then checked 
her purse to discover that her 
entire wallet had gone missing 
without her noticing. 

Grand theft 


Cars jacked 

At least five cars and a 
moped were stolen from the 
streets of Fort Greene and Clin- 
ton Hill last week. 

A green 1994 Plymouth Voy- 
ager, worth $1,500, was taken 
during the night of Sept. 2 from 
the comer of Classon Avenue 
and Quincy Street, where its 
71 -year-old owner had parked 

Two nights later, a blue ’93 
Buick Century parked on Van- 
derbilt Avenue between Myrtle 
and Willoughby avenues was 
spirited away from its owner, 
who could be forgiven for won- 
dering why anyone would go to 


the trouble of stealing a 14- 
year-old car. 

A more- valuable sedan — a 
’06 Ford Focus — got stolen 
around the same time. The 
owner had parked it on Classon 
between Myrtle and Park av- 
enues on Sept. 4, but when he 
returned to it two days later, it 

The next day, a car was jack- 
ed from the comer of DeKalb 
and Carlton avenues. The 
woman who owned the 2007 
Honda Accord parked it late at 
night on Sept. 6, but by the next 
evening, it had vanished. 

One thief made off with a 
woman’s keys as well as her 


1999 Dodge Caravan on Sept. 
8. The woman was working a 
night shift at a deli near Hall 
Street. 

When she got off duty, she 
noticed her keys — which she 
had left behind the counter — 

Heart sinking, she looked out 
the window and discovered her 
minivan was gone as well. 

The moped was stolen from 
the comer of Greene and Waver- 
ly avenues the night of Sept. 5. 

The Italjet was worth $2,000, 
making it more valuable than at 
least two of the sedans stolen 
the same week. 


84th Precinct 


Good time gone 

A woman’s Thai dinner with 
some friends turned sour on 
Sept. 8, when she realized her 
purse had been stolen from 
right under her som tom. 

The woman was eating at a 
restaurant on Montague Street 
near Hicks Street and was ready 
to pay and leave around 9 pm 
when she realized with a shock 
that her Longchamps purse, 
which had been at her feet, was 
missing. The purse contained 
$200 and a Palm Pilot organizer. 

Including the value of the 
designer bag, she lost $420, 
cops said. 

Diaper heist 

A Fulton Mall shopper turned 
her back on her stroller for just a 
moment second on Sept. 7, and 
the next thing she knew, she saw 
a man running out the door with 
her diaper bag. 

The woman was shopping 
on Fulton Street near Bridge 
Street around 4 pm when a man 
snatched her bag off the stroller 
and made a break for it. 

The bag contained no mon- 
ey, but numerous identification 
cards and credit cards. 

Tag teamed 

Two men forced a man to 
hand over $100 in broad day- 
light on Sept. 7. 

The victim was walking 
down Bergen Street between 
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Two Mercedes Benzes were 
stolen from two parking 
garages blocks away from each 
other on Sept. 6. 

The first incident happened 
around 11 pm at a garage on 
Ashland Place and DeKalb Av- 
enue. The owner only left her 
black ML350 unattended for 20 
minutes, but that was long 
enough for the thief to snatch it. 

Not even a hour later, the 
same thing happened at another 
Ashland Place garage, this one 
near Fulton Street. The owner 
left the CLK320, worth $30,000, 
unattended for half an hour and 
security cameras spotted it leav- 
ing the garage without her. 
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Hey, Tillary, enjoy your 
new drop-in center 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A homeless drop-in center 
that caused Boerum Hill 
brownstoners to complain of 
stoop-side drug-use and public 
defecation has moved seven 
blocks away to a new, upgrad- 
ed facility on Tillary Street — 
right across the street from a 
police stationhouse. 

The move was accompanied 
by deep sighs of relief among 
State Street residents, who’ve 
complained for years about the 
drop-in center at 39 Bond St. 

“Thanks to the almost daily 
incidents, it reached a stage 
where we were feeling fright- 
ened on our block,” said Tim 
Walther, the president of the 
State Street Cathedral Block As- 
sociation, and the man behind 
the push to rid Bond Street of the 
24-hour center, which offered 
three meals a day and services 
ranging from group therapy to 
assistance getting food stamps. 

“A few months ago, we 
heard someone outside and dis- 
covered a man had been defe- 
cating under our stoop,” said 
Walther. “We kept a safe dis- 
tance and followed him to the 
drop-in center.” 

Earlier this year, Crispin 
Rover, another State Street resi- 
dent, testified at an 84th 
Precinct Community Council 
meeting that his wife had dis- 
covered a man shooting up in 
their vestibule. 

The center, which the Salva- 
tion Army operates for the 
city’s Department of Homeless 
Services, had been on Bond 
Street since 1997. 

Linda DeBuys, a spokes- 
woman for the Salvation Army, 
told The Brooklyn Paper in July 
that she had only recently heard 
of community complaints. She 
added, “The neighborhood has 
changed over the years.” 

But Lt. Gary Williams of the 
84th Precinct acknowledged at 
the Community Council meeting 
that cops “are there constantly.” 
Now, cops at the 84th 
Precinct will have much easier 
access to the drop-in center: it 
sits directly across the street 


from the Gold Street station- 
house. That said, it’s unclear 
whether officers will ever cross 
that street. The other side of 


Tillary technically falls within 
the 88th Precinct, whose sta- 
tionhouse is miles away on 
Classon Avenue. 
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Nevins and Bond streets around 
3:30 pm when the dastardly 
duo approached him from be- 

The first perp overtook the 
man and told him, “Give me all 
your money,” while his accom- 
plice pressed an unknown ob- 
ject wrapped in a plastic bag 
against the man’s back. 

Not being a position to ar- 
gue, the man gave up the $102 
he had in his wallet and the 
thieves fled along Bond Street, 
cops said. 

Boutique burg 

A team of robbers used an 
old trick to distract an employ- 
ee and make off with over 
$1,000 in handbags at an up- 
scale clothing store on Atlantic 
Avenue on Sept. 6. 

Three men entered the store, 
between Hoyt and Bond streets, 
at 1:20 pm while only one em- 
ployee was working. 

One of the perps asked to be 
shown around while his friends 
stayed near the front of the 
store. The two of them left, and 
the third told the employee that 
he would be back later to buy 
something. 

The employee later discov- 
ered the theft: three purses, one 
worth over $500, had been 
stolen, for a total of $1,100, 
cops said. 

iRobbed 

A Downtown office worker 
was robbed of his high-tech 
gadgets after leaving his desk 
for only five minutes on Sept. 
5, cops said. 

The 21-year-old assumed his 
$1,700 brand-new Macbook 
laptop and video iPod would be 
safe in his office, on Jay Street 
near Tillary Street, while he 
took a short break around 9 

But he came back to find 
that both had mysteriously dis- 
appeared. 

The victim said that one oth- 
er person had been in the office 
when he left. 

Done bad 

A DUMBO-area non-profit 
mn out of an apartment was bro- 
ken into and robbed on Sept. 3. 

A woman, who lives where 
she works, left her apartment — 
on Washington Street near Ply- 
mouth Street — at around 1 pm 
and returned at midnight to a 
scene of destruction. 

The $300 glass doors had 
been shattered, and two laptops 
were stolen, along with her bag 
and some of that European cur- 

Not including the damage to 
the doors, $2,500 in equipment 
was stolen, cops said. 
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Borough President Marty Markowitz's support for former City 
Councilman Noach Dear has angered gay activists. 


Oh Dear! 

Marty's endorsement 
draws fire from gays 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Civil Court race pitting firebrand former Councilman Noach 
Dear against a lesser-known judge has been thrust into the spot- 
light by gay and lesbian activists because of Borough President 
Markowitz’s endorsement of Dear, who was rated as unqualified 
for the bench by the City Bar Association. 

“Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz and homophobic 
Noach Dear are in bed together,” read a mass mailing put out by the 
Jim Owles Liberal Democratic Club, a gay-and-lesbian political 
group. 

The mailing cites Dear’s objection to a 1986 “gay rights” bill dur- 
ing his 18 (pre-term-limit) years in the City Council and urges vot- 
ers to call or e-mail Markowitz’s office to “tell him that an anti- 
choice, homophobic bigot does not belong on the Civil Court.” 

Dear is also backed by the Brooklyn Democratic Party boss, As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez, in the race for the Civil Court seat against 
Karen Yellen. The Fifth District covers Dear’s stronghold of Bor- 
ough Park, plus parts of Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst, Dyker Heights, 
Windsor Terrace, Sunset Park, and the very southern edge of Park 
Slope 

Markowitz, who has enjoyed the support of the gay and lesbian 
community for years, issued a less-than-ringing endorsement of 
Dear, choosing not to even name him in a statement put out by his 
office late Tuesday. 

“I have a long record of support for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community — including supporting gay marriage — 
and I would never support anyone who would disrespect the rights 
of gay people, which is why I demanded assurance that as a judge, 
this candidate (who by the way, lives in Brooklyn, while his oppo- 
nent does not) would place equal treatment, respect for diversity, and 
reverence for human rights above all else.” 

That answer did not satisfy Allen Roskoff, president of the Jim 
Owles club. 

“I think Marty has made a terrible mistake,” Roskoff said. “I 
don’t know what he was smoking. Endorsing Dear is uncon- 
scionable. It’s despicable. I can’t see him being able to qualify for 
the endorsement of a gay club after this.” 

It’s not only gay activists who have the knives out for Dear. The 
New York City Bar rated Dear “not approved” based on “failure to 
affirmatively demonstrate that he possesses the requisite qualifica- 
tions for the court for which he is a candidate.” 

Yellen was rated “approved,” though no further explanation was 
given in either case. 

Yellen, who lives in Manhattan, made headlines last year when 
she testified against then-party boss Clarence Norman and claimed 
that he ordered her to hire his cronies as campaign “consultants” 

Out of fear, Yellen testified, she spent $12,000 for fliers she be- 
lieved she didn’t need and gave $9, 000 to a Norman pal who pock- 
eted the cash and did “nothing,” prosecutors sard. 

Yellen ’s testimony has earned her high marks from reformers. 

“Karen Yellen’s testimony sent Clarence Norman to prison. She 
is owed a vote of thanks [from] all those committed to judicial re- 
form,” wrote on blogger on Room Eight, a Web site devoted to New 
York City politics. 

Meanwhile, Dear’s tenure in the Council — which includes an- 
gering blacks by traveling to South Africa on an Apartheid fact-find- 
ing tour sponsored by the whites-only Johannesburg City Council, 
and being sued by a group Sri Lankan Tamils who claimed he stole 
$170,000 from them — is drawing fire. 

The Village Voice reported last month that when Dear ran for 
Congress, his campaign staff forged 47 sequentially numbered mon- 
ey orders in other people’s names to hide a donation of $40,000, 
which was then 20 times the legal limit. 

No criminal charges were filed in that case, but Dear’s treasurer 
had to pay $45,000 in fines, the Voice reported. 

“Those stories [about Dear] are telling it as it actually is,” said 
Yellen, who has served on various courts since 1993. “But most im- 
portant, he has no experience on the bench, as opposed to my 15 
years as a judge. Also, the records indicate that has never even prac- 
ticed law. That makes him not qualified for this position. 

“People are incensed that he is running,” Yellen added. 

Dear did not return a call for comment. 

The Democratic Primary for Civil Court is on Sept. 18. Go to 
http://www.vote.nyc.ny.us to find your polling place. 


SURROGATE... 

Continued from page 1 

bad old days of “backroom deals” are still the rule in Brooklyn. 

Despite the allegations flying around, both Simpson, who has 
been a judge for three years, and Johnson, who has been on the 
bench for 16 years, say they have similar goals for the Surrogate 
Court, which assigns lucrative guardianships to connected lawyers 
to handle the estates of orphans, people declared incompetent, and 
people who die without wills. 

And they both promise to clean up the court itself, which is still 
best remembered for the resignation of Judge Michael Feinberg af- 
ter he was found in 2005 to have illegally directing $8.5 million 
worth of business to a buddy of his. 

“I expect to do community outreach, to let people know the im- 
portance of wills, what the Surrogate Court does and why it’s im- 
portant to do estate planning,” said Simpson. “In the past, there’s 
been a lot of corruption that happened in the system. In any position 
I serve, my reputation is of the utmost importance to me. I will make 
sure I put people around me that I trust.” 

Simpson also vowed to better publicize estate auctions. 

Johnson did not return repeated requests for comment. But Tilzer 
said Johnson would also “change things.” 

“She wants to open up the system to let more people practice in 
that court,” said Tilzer. “Now, it’s a closed system.” 

The Democratic Primary for Surrogate Court is on Sept. 18. Go to 
http://www.vote.nyc.ny.us to find your polling place. 



Towns and the country 


“But r 


, I c 


i hold 


hearings — as I did Mon- 
day on 9-11 health issues — 
and pick witnesses. The Re- 
publicans wouldn’t let me 
do that.” 

A prodigious fundraiser 
who spent more than $1.3 
million to retain his seat amid 
a spirited challenge by Coun- 
cilmember Charles Barron 
last year, Towns is expected 
to face little opposition now 
that Barron has declared his 
intention of running for Bor- 
ough President. 


More than half of 
Towns’s 2006 war chest 
came from political action 
committees — and 86 per- 
cent of those were from big 
business, according to cam- 
paign finance records. 

Though a proud Democ- 
rat, Towns has been hard to 
pigeonhole. 

He’s been a strong sup- 
porter of abortion rights, but 
also earned solid marks 
from such conservative 
groups as the John Birch 
Society and the U.S. Cham- 


EXCLUSIVE 


her of Commerce. 

He is the scourge of the 
Christian Coalition, yet vot- 
ed with the “Republican 
Liberty Caucus,” which sup- 
ports “limited-government 
individuals,” 50 percent of 
the time in 2005 (the same 
rating earned by Republi- 
cans Connie Mack, of Flori- 
da, and Sam Graves, of Mis- 

He supported resolutions 


against the Iraq war and the 
so-called troop surge this 
year. But he also voted with 
the then-GOP majority on es- 
tate tax relief and on a 2005 
bill to give tax breaks to big 
oil and coal companies. 

He also voted with Presi- 
dent Bush’s party on a Con- 
stitutional amendment to 
ban flag-burning. 

The only person said to 
be discussing the race is 
writer Kevin Powell, who 
droppezd out early in the 
2006 contest. 



Golden's October surprise: He's 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Rep. Ed Towns, the 12- 
term legislator who survived a 
close fight during a 2006 cam- 
paign that many felt would be 
his last, now says he’ll run for 
re-election next year. 

“Let everyone know — the 
guy is running!” Towns said by 
phone last week from his Wash- 
ington office. 

Towns, 73, admitted that be- 
fore his re-election last year, he 
had spoken of retiring, but now 
that the Democrats have taken 
over Congress — and he’s been 
given a subcommittee chair- 
manship — he’s “having too 
much fun” to retire. 

“We’re in the majority now 
and I’m enjoying that,” he said, 
adding that the Democratic ma- 
jority actually passed a bill — 
the “Minority Serving Digital 
and Wireless Technology Op- 
portunity Act of 2007” — that 
he had worked on for six years. 

“The Republicans wouldn’t 
even let it be debated,” said 
Towns, whose 10th Congres- 
sional District stretches from 
Downtown Brooklyn to East 
New York, with stops in Cobble 
Hill, Prospect Heights, Fort 
Greene, Clinton Hill, DUMBO 
and Williamsburg. 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R-Bay Ridge) has his plat- 
form, an open field, and a 
fund-raising apparatus — and 
he may have even found a date 
to announce his run for mayor. 

As we reported last March, 
Golden has definitely dipped his 
toe in the Republican-light may- 
oral waters for 2009, but he has- 
n’t fully jumped in. 


But that may change in a few 
weeks, when Mayor Bloomberg 
is the guest of honor at Golden’s 
Oct. 17 fundraiser at Gargiulo’s 
in Coney Island. The $500-per- 
plate fundraiser is Golden’s 
biggest so far. 

Golden confirmed the may- 
oral appearance, but didn’t com- 
mit to saying whether he’d 
make anything official at the 
fundraiser. 

“All I can tell you that it will 
be one intense fundraiser,” said 


Golden with cryptic smile. 

He was quick to add that 
he’s not merely being coy 
about announcing his 


would be quite a boost to that end. 
A Bloomberg endorse- 
ment would be political 
^ gold — especially for a 
state senator virtually 
unknown beyond his 
Bay Ridge and Dyk- 
1 er Heights base. 
Golden is considered 
a shoe-in to win his 
Senate district next 
year, a race that isn’t 
expected to put much of 
a dent in his $425,000 war chest. 


running 

He’d need much, much more to 
run for mayor, but raising big 
cash would be easy — if (and 
it’s a big if!) he remains the only 
Republican trying to succeed 
Mayor Mike. 

Golden also added that he was 
in no rush to make a decision. 

“Some people have been run- 
ning for mayor since the day 
they were bom,” said Golden. “I 
still have some time. I can real- 
istically wait until next year if I 


mn; he simply hasn’t de- 
cided yet. ‘Tt is a diffi- [ 
cult call,” said Golden. 

“I believe in continuing 
the 16 years of steward- 
ship of the Giuliani and «■■■ 
Bloomberg administrations, 
and a lot of people are point- 
ing me in that direction.” 

Getting the nod from Hizzoner 
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ADRENALINE JUNKIES, YOU'RE ABOUT 
TO HAVE A VERY GOOD MONTH. 

MOTOR-TOBER is the annual October test drive speedtacular. Thirty-one days of 
motoring challenges, events and merriment Stop by and get behind the wheel to 
experience a performance test drive for yourself. 
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ALL DRAWN OUT 


Who needs F express? 


W E WERE A BIT SURPRISED by 
the enthusiasm with which Carroll 
Gardens and Cobble Hill residents 
— and their elected officials — took up 
the crusade for an express version of the F 
train through their neighborhoods. 

True, all of us have been frustrated by the, 
how shall we call it?, deliberate speed and 
packed conditions of the orange-hued local 
train for years. But an F express would nei- 
ther improve the train’s legendary tardiness 
nor its overcrowded conditions for residents 
of the very neighborhoods that have become 
its champion. 

Indeed, an F express would speed right 
through most of Brownstone Brooklyn — 
quickly shuttling residents of such southern 
Brooklyn neighborhoods as Coney Island and 
Borough Park, while leaving everyone be- 
tween Park Slope’s sole F-express stop and 
Downtown Brooklyn standing on the plat- 


And those platforms will become even 
more crowded, if the Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority fails to add new F trains 
into the proposed express/local mix. Because 
Manhattan-bound local and the express trains 
will be forced into the one-track bottleneck at 
York Street, there may not be enough capaci- 
ty to add trains. 

So why did so many Cobble Hill and Car- 
roll Gardens politicians — chief among them 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio — jump aboard? 
Simple populism. 

It’s easy to call for express service when 
the very word “express” conjures up images 
of 20-minute commutes to Midtown, even if 
the reality is something different. 

It’s much harder to do the actual work that 
will create better transit service for one’s con- 
stituents, though. Unsnarling Flatbush Av- 
enue so that buses can move fluidly, or build- 


ing new subway tracks so that trains can be 
added onto overcrowded lines, takes hard 
work, vision and money. 

They don’t happen via press release. 

So while residents of southern Brooklyn 
may get to enjoy a speedier commute, Brown- 
stone Brooklynites will likely be facing the 
same overcrowded local trains as before. 

Meanwhile, lost in the deal, is the previ- 
ously announced extension of the G train into 
Park Slope that would have provided a direct 
mass transit link between Park Slope and 
Williamsburg, with Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill in between. The G train currently termi- 
nates — unsatisfactorily — at Smith-Ninth 
Street. 

Yes, the F express has merits, but the advo- 
cates in Carroll Gardens and Cobble Hill who 
are tooting its horn are actually pulling your 



LETTERS 


Clone star’s mom loves Paper’s Triple-Threat 


To the editor, 

I loved Ed Shakespeare’s recent catch-all 
column (“Nobody asked me, but. . . ,” Sept. 
1). I totally agree with his comments about 
the officiating at Cyclone games. Some of 
the umps’ calls have cost us big time. 

As the season comes to an end, I would 
like to say that my son, Jason Jacobs, has 
truly enjoyed playing with the Cyclones this 
year and told me what a great chemistry the 
team has had. I think that has definitely 
been one of the contributing factors to then- 
success this year. 

Last but not least, I must acknowledge 
the talents and guidance of [manager] 
Edgar Alfonzo and [pitching coach] Hector 
Berrios. They have taught these boys to be 
better players, and I want to personally 
thank them for their positive influence on 
this team. Georgia Jacobs, Florida 

The writer is mother of the Cyclones' home 

run and RBI leader. Without her, the team 
might not be competing for the champi- 
onship this year. 

To the editor, 

I enjoy Ed Shakespeare’s columns on the 
Cyclones. His knowledge and love of the 
game come through. 

But I’d like to take exception to his jest 
about how the clock at Keyspan Park has 
“Horace Clarke hands” (i.e. none). It’s sim- 
ply not true that Horace Clarke (New York 


Yankees, 1965-1973) had no hands. 

Check it out: Clarke’s fielding percent- 
age at second base was consistently above 
the league average (.983 lifetime vs. .978 
for the league). The one year it wasn’t, 
1973, it was off by .001. 

The one knock on him in the field is that 
he didn’t turn the double play when runners 
were bearing down on him. But that’s 
something different. 

If you want to make “no hands” jokes, 
go with Curt Blefary! As Phil Pepe said a 
few years ago, enough with the Horace 
Clarke bashing. 

Rory Costello, Brooklyn Heights 

Web site devoted to Clarice's birthplace. 

Openness at Gibran 

To the editor, 

I think what really bothers me about this 
Arabic school is that they do not want to 
show anyone what they are teaching (“Media 
descends on Gibran as Arabic school opens,” 
Sept. 8). I know that if I moved to the neigh- 
borhood, I would want to know what were 
the school is like and what they are teaching. 

Under the circumstances, they need to be 
transparent about their staff and the curricu- 
lum. Darrell [Name withheld], 

Rio Linda, Calif. 


Trip and fall 

To the editor, 

After visiting Coney Island today, I left 
with two impressions: The beach was clean 
and peaceful. The Boardwalk, however, was 
in shambles. 

Is the city looking for lawsuits? It is quite 
easy to injure oneself because many boards 
are loose, sticking up, and jagged. What is 
up with that? 

C’mon, Coney Island, fix your Board- 
walk! Marc Hochberg, Newark, NJ. 

Sitt on it! 

To the editor, 

Coney Island’s would-be developer Joe 
Sitt promised us a world of flashing color 
lights, late night music and year-round 
beach parties — New York’s very own Las 
Vegas, catering to both roller-coaster-hun- 
gry children and late-night partygoers. But 
while the starry-eyed developer plans to 
renovate Coney Island, locals are packing 
their bags with nowhere to go. 

Your editorial “Why Not Thor” (Aug. 11) 
neglected the working class, who are usually 
given voice by your fine paper. You failed to 
mention that Sitt has begun mass evictions in 
the community. 

In October, tenants of the Henderson building 
were assured that evictions wouldn’t begin for a 


year. Days later, they received vacate orders. 

We need to shake the image of Coney Is- 
land dressed in fluorescence, and focus on 
local businesses being shut down. 

Theirs are the stories you should tell in- 
stead. Katherine Konecky, Park Slope 

Duffield milkmaids 

To the editor 

The new buildings proposed for Duffield 
Street will look a lot better — and be a lot 
better for — the revitalization of Downtown 
Brooklyn (“Down on Duffield,” Sept. 8). 

The existing buildings are a blight on the 
area! The owners never took care of those 
eyesores anyway, giving that entire block a 
“Wild West” feeling. Now, the owners are 
just trying to milk the cow. 

Al Pankin, Downtown 

Pool party 

To the editor, 

I’m very disturbed by Tom Gilbert’s col- 
umn, “The real story of an old pool,” 
(Williamsburg edition and online, Sept. 8). 

I’m a lifelong resident of Greenpoint. 
My family is racially mixed. I’m a witness 
to the prejudice in this neighborhood. I’m a 
witness and victim to the racial wars in 
Greenpoint throughout the 1970s and ’80s. 
I’m white and had my butt kicked many 


times for walking down to Franklin Street 
to visit my Puerto Rican friends. Gilbert’s 
story is a clear effort to eliminate the re- 
sponsibility of folks and politicians who 
halted the reopening of McCarren Pool for 
racial and prejudicial reasons. 

Even now, racism is alive and well in the 
community. Ask the 94th Precinct captain 
and review the notes from the last Commu- 
nity Council meeting, where folks again be- 
gan to object to the reopening of the pool. 

I clearly heard the words “those people” 
used at the meeting. 

Please do not minimize the racist motives 
that are still around, otherwise you will be re- 
sponsible for condoning the past activity and 
giving racism a vehicle for raising its ugly 
head again. Laura Hofmann, Greenpoint 

Tree lady 

To the editor, 

You received a rather harsh letter in the 
last issue that suggested that Park Slope 
“Yuppies” are committing “environmental 
murder” because they use fresh, rather than 
artificial Christmas trees (“Gersh’s push for 
green angers some Slopers,” Sept. 8). 

As you can see on page 13 of my book, 
“How to Trim Your Christmas Tree,” the 
“majority of trees sold for holiday decora- 
tion have been grown on farms specifically 
for that purpose. Buying a tree is not a blow 


to birds & forest creatures. ... In fact, tree 
farms are an important agricultural niche 
for many small land owners.” 

R. K. Dillon, Park Slope 

Regal man 

To the editor, 

I saw your article about artist Mark Reigel- 
man’s art installation at Borough Hall (“Grab 
a table-thingy,” Sept. 1) and had to say that his 
stair square project is a simple and great idea! 
Please leave this amazing concept on the steps 
of Borough Hall. PLEASE! 

Christian Igel, Williamsburg 
Editor's note: It wasn't up to us, but the stair project 
has been dismantled. 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 




All Clubs Access Membership is only $725. 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 


STREET 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY 718 789-4600 
TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET 212 966-5432 
BLUE POINT 9A MONTAUK HIGHWAY 631 363-2882 
DIX HILLS 854 E. JERICHO TURNPIKE 631 271-6616 


' MEMBEF 


LOCATIOt 


Escape Ehis Eatf... 


* 2,129 'Rooms 

* 12 Bars & Lounges 
1 20 Restaurants 

■ 30 Shops 


Rooms Starting At 

$ 99 * 

Call 1 .800345.3767 To Book Your Getaway 
Or Book Online At www,tropicana,net r 
Where The Best Rate Is Always Guaranteed' 
Ask About Our Havana Tower Rates] 


■Room Rjle ft Pc' Room Basfrd On OOuWt OCOipiiXy 
And la Vald Monday - Thursday Only Based On 
Ai'l i utility fijK too* Ntf lAihrfo OocupllKy Fw 
Or Mndalcry $1 P«r Day Phona Ch*jgs Credn Cart 
Reared Al Cte*+i. Rale Itfd Now EhrSugh 
SepiEmbw 30, 2007 

'’Ofifllin Rodion* AOfly VrM TUt FiotnotiOfU BOOlh. 

For DeWt Gamfitms IdJOWSAMflkER 


FOR 7 MONTHS + SEPTEMBER FREE 


OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30 


Almost 8 MONTHS of Boxing, Cardio, Dance, Squash, Racquetball, Conditioning, Aquatics, 
Gymnastics, Martial Arts, Billiards, Fencing, Softball, Wallyball, and Junior Sports. 
This special Membership expires May 1, 2008. 


Membership at Prospect Park and LI Clubs 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 









INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 


The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings September 15, 2007 


All booked up 


BROOKLYN GEARS UP FOR A WEEK-LONG WORD FEST 


Accidental ‘Tourists’ 

Jeff Hobbs s book heads towards the big screen 

By Adam Rathe 



Jeff Hobbs, above, already has one loyal fan, at right, but will likely 
gain more when his novel, "The Tourists," becomes a movie. 


‘Hack’tress 


Like plenty of people in the 
twilight of their 20s, Melissa Plaut 
was unsure of where her life was 
headed. So, at age 29, she got 
her hack license and started driv- 

The result was more than 
backache and a caffeine addic- 
tion, but the book, "Hack. " In it, 
Plaut gives readers the inside 
scoop on her daily shifts, the 
nuts you meet driving a cab 
and the difficulties of using the 
bathroom when you're a fe- 
male taxi driver. On the eve of 
her Sept. 18 reading at the 
Park Slope Barnes and Noble, 

GO Brooklyn's Katie New- 
ingham talked with Plaut 
about her experiences be- 
hind the wheel, and what it 
took to put them all down 



The Brooklyn Paper 

A s scribes go, the Los Angeles 
screenwriter — tanned, re- 
laxed and nursing a decaf 
skim latte — is about as far from 
the serious, literary Brooklyn nov- 
elist as you can get. It speaks vol- 
umes about one local author, then, 
that he seems poised to find suc- 
cess in both worlds. 

Jeff Hobbs, whose debut novel, 
“The Tourists,” was released in 
April, has been holed up in Los 
Angeles all summer writing the 
screenplay adaptation of his book. 

“I thought it was really horrible 
[in L.A.] because it’s so just so 
nice and peaceful and doesn’t feel 
like there’s much stimulation. 
Hobbs said last week. “When you 
walk around Brooklyn, you see re- 
ally interesting things happening 
all the time, but in Los Angeles 
everyone is in his car, so when 
you walk around it’s basically you 
on the sidewalk and a few crazy 
people muttering to themselves.” 
Local loons aside, he had perse- 
vered and was close to finished 
with his latest draft. And while the 
novel took a year and a half to 
write, Hobbs said that it wasn’t 
anything like preparing his story 
for the screen. 

“I try to not be too precious 


about changing characters or plot 
points,” he said. “It’s a movie, and 
you can’t really pause, it has to 
keep happening. In the book, you 
can have longer stretches about 
the atmosphere or describing New 
York. But a movie has to be a lot 
punchier.” 

Hobbs’s wife, Rebecca, is a 
producer on the film and knows 
that what works on the written 
page isn’t always fit for film. 
“Getting the story told without di- 
gression is difficult because he is 
so used to writing in a different 


format,” she said. “Jeff has a fabu- 
lous process for novel writing, but 
screenwriting has more of a focus 
on outlining and figuring out how 
to structurally make it work.” 

To get into this screenwriter’s 
mindset, Hobbs watched movies 
with dialogue that he admired. 
“We’ve spent a lot of time trying 
to watch titles [comparable] to the 
way we see the movie working,” 
he said. “We watched an old, 
creepy Jeremy Irons movie called 
‘Damage’ — there’s a whole 
See HOBBS on page 10 


GO Brooklyn: What made you de- 
cide to become a cab driver? 
Melissa Plaut: I officially became 
a cab driver on my 29th birthday. I 
had given up on the idea of a ca- 
reer; I just wasn’t in love with any- 
thing enough to make a career out 
of it. I had good jobs, but I wasn’t 
happy, and I always had the fear of 
having to do something for the rest 
of my life. When it came to be- 
coming a cabbie, I didn’t think 
about it in terms of the rest of my 
life, otherwise I probably wouldn’t 
have done it. 

GO: When did you decide to write 
about your experience on the job? 


year later when I started a blog. It 
all started by taking pictures on the 
job of the things I saw and then 
sending them to my friends with 
little captions. My friends would 
write back to me “more words.” 
Then “more words” became a 
blog, which became more popular 
and slowly got media attention, 
which connected me with a pub- 
lisher. [The book] is like the blog, 
but less personal. In book form, 
there is more distance in my expe- 
rience instead of the blog, which 
states that whatever happened was 
the night before. The writing 
process began with a proposal that 
included the first 60 pages of the 
book. Writing the first 60 pages 
was great because it mapped out 
the rest of the book. I sold those 60 
pages and then continued writing. 

GO: Do you consider yourself 
more of a writer or cabbie? 

MP: It took me awhile to consider 
myself a writer because that was 
something I had given up on when 
I became a cabbie. I said to myself, 
“It’s too hard. I give up.” But it’s 
funny that being a cabbie brought 
me back to that. 

GO: The subtitle for your book is, 
“How I stopped worrying about 
what to do with my life and started 
See PLAUT on page 10 


MP: I didn’t write about it until 


Best of the test 


The second Brooklyn Book 
Festival will be running all day 
long on Sept. 16, but with so 
many activities to choose from, 
how do you know what’s worth 
hitting? Below are our picks for 
the best events of the day, in and 
around Borough Hall. 

1 0 am: GO Brooklyn cover boy 
Jeff Hobbs reads with a group of 


first-time novelists, including Jona- 
than Hayes, Eisa Nefertari Ulen 
and Anya Ulinich. (Borough Hall 
community room.) 

1 1 am: Take a break from the 
readings and check out the liter- 
ary trivia contest. Guess the quo- 
tation and win a prize! (Borough 
Hall Plaza) 

Noon: Stephen Carter, Colson 


Whitehead, and Mary Gaitskill 
read from their most recent nov- 
els. (Borough Hall courtroom.) 

1 pm: Get some lunch! You’ve 
got to feed more than your mind. 

2 pm: “Bee Season” author Myla 
Goldberg reads for the tot literati. 
(Kid’s area. Borough Hall Plaza) 

3 pm: Omnipresent author Jona- 
than Lethem and reclusive author 
Jonathan Safran Foer discuss . . . 
well, does it really matter? (St. 
Francis College, 180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets.) 


4 pm: The improbably named 
Francine Prose grills writer A.M. 
Holmes about the stories behind 
her big-ticket novels and her re- 
cent memoir. (Borough Hall 
courtroom). 

5 pm: Superhero Supply guru 
Dave Eggers shows slides from a 
recent trip to Sudan, a place that 
was featured prominently in his 
most-recent tome, “What is the 
What?” (St. Francis College, 180 
Remsen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets.) 



Reading music 

We were always told that you had to be quiet in the li- 
brary. But judging by the concert series on its newly re- 
stored front plaza, the Brooklyn Public Library seems to 
have something else in mind 

“We’ve had classical music and jazz concerts, but 
we’re taking it to a larger scale,” said Meredith Walters, 
Manager of Adult Programs. 

The concert series on the recently completed patio of 
the BPL’s central branch 
kicked off last week and 
will run through Sept. 23, 
after which the cold 
weather will move every- 
thing indoors. 

Before that can hap- 
pen, though, two more 
concerts will fill the 300-seat space. 

If you’re busy studying inside, don’t worry about the 
noise pollution. “We’re setting up the stage in a way that 
there shouldn’t be a lot of [noise] bleed,” said Waters. 
Besides, with the gorgeous new front sitting area, “You 
can go outside and read!” 

Band of Thieves and Harry and the Potters will 
play at 2 pm on Sept. 15 at the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary's central branch (on Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway). Free. For information, visit 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. — Adam Rathe 
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Fashion plate 

Models may have strutted down the runway wearing 
“H. Fredriksson” designs during last week’s celebrity- 
studded New York Fashion Week, but the label’s design- 
er was more inspired by her own Brooklyn neighbor- 
hood than the glitz and glamour that informed other 
collections. 

Helena Fredriksson ’s 
Spring 2008 line — about 
50 separate pieces — is a bit 
of a throwback, with dis- 
tressed, sun-bleached fab- 
rics and vintage crocheted 
lace she collected for over a 
year and designed in her 
live/work loft 

“It’s using something old 
to create something new and 
modem with it,” Fredriksson 
told GO Brooklyn. 

The designer, who has lived in a converted doll 
factory on the Williamsburg waterfront for 11 years, 
recognized the common thread between her spring 
line and her neighborhood. 

“This neighborhood has gone through tremendous 
change since I moved here,” she said. “It’s a constant 
reinvention of old things.” 

"H. Fredriksson" clothing is available at Ylli (500 
Driggs Ave., at North Ninth Street in Williams- 
burg). For information, call (718) 302-3555 or visit 
hfredriksson.com. — Juliana Bunim 
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Eat to the beat 


When the Charcuterie Deli closed last year after 20 
years, its owner, Michel Issa, decided that what he 

So he packed up his 
ts and moved across 
Flatbush Avenue to open 
Mitchell’s, where visitors 
might be surprised to 
venture back behind the 
red curtains and find a full-blown restaurant. 

“We started off as an Italian delicatessen and had a 
lot of success in that area, but at the same time we 
wanted to expand,” Issa told GO Brooklyn. 

And in addition to adding space, he added character. 
On Thursdays through Sundays, Issa brings in live jazz, 
hoping to establish his spot as a neighborhood hangout 
“We are a very classy restaurant, we live in the 
neighborhood and we know jazz and blues are very 
influential here, that’s what people want.” 

Mitchell's Bar and Grill (259 Flatbush Ave., at Sixth 
Avenue in Prospect Heights) is open seven days a 
week from 7 am-midnight. For information, call (718) 

— Daniel Goldberg 



busyCHEF 

Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

718.624.3182 

www.busychef.biz 



. ^ BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 

Tax Me-xLccuv Cuisine, 

Sfc, /- . Reasonable Prices 

I \/ ] FREE DELIVERY! 

P^Pexicali 

L Restaurant I 

Celebrate Mexican Independence Day 
Saturday, September 15th 
Happy Hour -AIL DAY I0HG! 

141 Court Street 

| (between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • 

■ Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fi-i & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


DINNER FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

7 Nights, Every Night! 

Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



8727 - 4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri £> Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



Delicious FAT-FREE Cu|»s & Cones 
Homemade Cakes For Any Occasion 
Just choose the flavor and decorations 



FREE DELIVERY! 















INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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All booked up 


BROOKLYN GEARS UP FOR A WEEK-LONG WORD FEST 


Accidental ‘Tourists’ 

Jeff Hobbs s book heads towards the big screen 



Jeff Hobbs, above, already has one loyal fan, at right, but will likely 
gain more when his novel, "The Tourists," becomes a movie. 


‘Hack’tress 


Like plenty of people in the 
twilight of their 20s, Melissa Plaut 
was unsure of where her life was 
headed. So, at age 29, she got 
her hack license and started driv- 

The result was more than 
backache and a caffeine addic- 
tion, but the book, "Hack. " In it, 
Plaut gives readers the inside 
scoop on her daily shifts, the 
nuts you meet driving a cab 
and the difficulties of using the 
bathroom when you're a fe- 
male taxi driver. On the eve of 
her Sept. 18 reading at the 
Park Slope Barnes and Noble, 

GO Brooklyn's Katie New- 
ingham talked with Plaut 
about her experiences be- 
hind the wheel, and what it 
took to put them all down 



The Brooklyn Paper 

A s scribes go, the Los Angeles 
screenwriter — tanned, re- 
laxed and nursing a decaf 
skim latte — is about as far from 
the serious, literary Brooklyn nov- 
elist as you can get. It speaks vol- 
umes about one local author, then, 
that he seems poised to find suc- 
cess in both worlds. 

Jeff Hobbs, whose debut novel, 
“The Tourists,” was released in 
April, has been holed up in Los 
Angeles all summer writing the 
screenplay adaptation of his book. 

“I thought it was really horrible 
[in L.A.] because it’s so just so 
nice and peaceful and doesn’t feel 
like there’s much stimulation,” 
Hobbs said last week. “When you 
walk around Brooklyn, you see re- 
ally interesting things happening 
all the time, but in Los Angeles 
everyone is in his car, so when 
you walk around it’s basically you 
on the sidewalk and a few crazy 
people muttering to themselves.” 
Local loons aside, he had perse- 
vered and was close to finished 
with his latest draft. And while the 
novel took a year and a half to 
write, Hobbs said that it wasn’t 
anything like preparing his story 

“I try to not be too precious 


about changing characters or plot 
points,” he said. “It’s a movie, and 
you can’t really pause, it has to 
keep happening. In the book, you 
can have longer stretches about 
the atmosphere or describing New 
York. But a movie has to be a lot 
punchier.” 

Hobbs’s wife, Rebecca, is a 
producer on the film and knows 
that what works on the written 
page isn’t always fit for film. 
“Getting the story told without di- 
gression is difficult because he is 
so used to writing in a different 


format,” she said. “Jeff has a fabu- 
lous process for novel writing, but 
screenwriting has more of a focus 
on outlining and figuring out how 
to structurally make it work.” 

To get into this screenwriter’s 
mindset, Hobbs watched movies 
with dialogue that he admired. 
“We’ve spent a lot of time trying 
to watch titles [comparable] to the 
way we see the movie working,” 
he said. “We watched an old, 
creepy Jeremy Irons movie called 
‘Damage’ — there’s a whole 
See HOBBS on page 10 


GO Brooklyn: What made you de- 
cide to become a cab driver? 
Melissa Plaut: I officially became 
a cab driver on my 29th birthday. I 
had given up on the idea of a ca- 
reer; I just wasn’t in love with any- 
thing enough to make a career out 
of it. I had good jobs, but I wasn’t 
happy, and I always had the fear of 
having to do something for the rest 
of my life. When it came to be- 
coming a cabbie, I didn’t think 
about it in terms of the rest of my 
life, otherwise I probably wouldn’t 
have done it. 

GO: When did you decide to write 
about your experience on the job? 


year later when I started a blog. It 
all started by taking pictures on the 
job of the things I saw and then 
sending them to my friends with 
little captions. My friends would 
write back to me “more words.” 
Then “more words” became a 
blog, which became more popular 
and slowly got media attention, 
which connected me with a pub- 
lisher. [The book] is like the blog, 
but less personal. In book form, 
there is more distance in my expe- 
rience instead of the blog, which 
states that whatever happened was 
the night before. The writing 
process began with a proposal that 
included the first 60 pages of the 
book. Writing the first 60 pages 
was great because it mapped out 
the rest of the book. I sold those 60 
pages and then continued writing. 

GO: Do you consider yourself 
more of a writer or cabbie? 

MP: It took me awhile to consider 
myself a writer because that was 
something I had given up on when 
I became a cabbie. I said to myself, 
“It’s too hard. I give up.” But it’s 
funny that being a cabbie brought 
me back to that. 

GO: The subtitle for your book is, 
“How I stopped worrying about 
what to do with my life and started 
See PLAUT on page 10 


MP: I didn’t write about it until 


Best of the test 


The second Brooklyn Book 
Festival will be running all day 
long on Sept. 16, but with so 
many activities to choose from, 
how do you know what’s worth 
hitting? Below are our picks for 
the best events of the day, in and 
around Borough Hall. 

1 0 am: GO Brooklyn cover boy 
Jeff Hobbs reads with a group of 


first-time novelists, including Jona- 
than Hayes, Eisa Nefertari Ulen 
and Anya Ulinich. (Borough Hall 
community room.) 

1 1 am: Take a break from the 
readings and check out the liter- 
ary trivia contest. Guess the quo- 
tation and win a prize! (Borough 
Hah Plaza.) 

Noon: Stephen Carter, Colson 


Whitehead, and Mary Gaitskill 
read from their most recent nov- 
els. (Borough Hall courtroom.) 

1 pm: Get some lunch! You’ve 
got to feed more than your mind. 

2 pm: “Bee Season” author Myla 
Goldberg reads for the tot literati. 
(Kid’s area, Borough Hall Plaza.) 

3 pm: Omnipresent author Jona- 
than Lethem and reclusive author 
Jonathan Safran Foer discuss . . . 
well, does it really matter? (St. 
Francis College, 180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets.) 


4 pm: The improbably named 
Francine Prose grills writer A.M. 
Holmes about the stories behind 
her big-ticket novels and her re- 
cent memoir. (Borough Hall 
courtroom). 

5 pm: Superhero Supply guru 
Dave Eggers shows slides from a 
recent trip to Sudan, a place that 
was featured prominently in his 
most-recent tome, “What is the 
What?” (St. Francis College, 180 
Remsen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets.) 
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Reading music 


We were always told that you had to be quiet in the li- 
brary. But judging by the conceit series on its newly re- 
stored front plaza, the Brooklyn Public Library seems to 
have something else in mind. 

“We’ve had classical music and jazz concerts, but 
we’re taking it to a larger scale,” said Meredith Walters, 
Manager of Adult Programs. 

The concert series on the recently completed patio of 
the BPL’s central branch 
kicked off last week and 
will run through Sept. 23, 
after which the cold 
weather will move every- 
thing indoors. 

Before that can hap- 
pen, though, three more 
conerts will fil the 300-seat space. 

If you’re busy studying inside, don’t worry about the 
noise pollution. “We’re setting up the stage in a way that 
there shouldn’t be a lot of [noise] bleed,” said Walters. 
Besides, with the gorgeous new front sitting area, “You 
can go outside and read!” 

Band of Thieves and Harry and the Potters will 
play at 2 pm on Sept. 15 at the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary's central branch (on Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway). Free. For information, visit 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. — Adam Rathe 


OJ 
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Fashion plate 

Models may have strutted down the runway wearing 
“H. Fredriksson” designs during last week’s celebrity- 
studded New York Fashion Week, but the label’s design- 
er was more inspired by her own Brooklyn neighbor- 
hood than the glitz and glamour that informed other 
collections. 

Helena Fredriksson’s 
Spring 2008 line — about 
50 separate pieces — is a bit 
of a throwback, with dis- 
tressed, sun-bleached fab- 
rics and vintage crocheted 
lace she collected for over a 
year and designed in her 
live/work loft. 

“It’s using something old 
to create something new and 
modem with it,” Fredriksson 
told GO Brooklyn. 

The designer, who has lived in a converted doll 
factory on the Williamsburg waterfront for 11 years, 
recognized the common thread between her spring 
line and her neighborhood. 

“This neighborhood has gone through tremendous 
change since I moved here,” she said. “It’s a constant 
reinvention of old things.” 

"H. Fredriksson" clothing is available at Ylli (500 
Driggs Ave., at North Ninth Street in Williams- 
burg). For information, call (718) 302-3555 or visit 
hfredriksson.com. — Juliana Bunim 
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Eat to the beat 


When the Charcuterie Deli closed last year after 20 
years, its owner, Michel Issa, decided that what he 

So he packed up his 
ts and moved across 
Flatbush Avenue to open 
Mitchell’s, where visitors 
might be surprised to 
venture back behind the 
red curtains and find a full-blown restaurant. 

“We started off as an Italian delicatessen and had a 
lot of success in that area, but at the same time we 
wanted to expand,” Issa told GO Brooklyn. 

And in addition to adding space, he added character. 
On Thursdays through Sundays, Issa brings in live jazz, 
hoping to establish his spot as a neighborhood hangout. 

“We are a very classy restaurant, we live in the 
neighborhood and we know jazz and blues are very 
influential here, that’s what people want.” 

Mitchell's Bar and Grill (259 Flatbush Ave., at Sixth 
Avenue in Prospect Heights) is open seven days a 
week from 7 am-midnight. For information, call (718) 
484-4 114 or visit www.mkchellsbarandgrill.com. 

— Daniel Goldberg 
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Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 

NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 
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BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 

1 

Tex Mexican Cuisine* 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

CALIl 

Celebrate Mexican Independence Day 
Saturday, September 15th 
Happy Hour -AIL DAYLONG! 

141 Court Street 

I (between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • 

■ Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fi-i & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 


DINNER FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

7 Nights, Every Night! 


Dinner Delivery & Valet Parking 



8727 - 4th Avenue 

corner of 88th & 4th 

(718) 238-8600 


“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
‘WONDERFULLY PREPARED CUISINE’ and a ‘TERRIFIC WINE LIST.’ 
‘BROOKLYN PRICES’ save the day!” -2007 Zagat Survey 
PRIX FIXE THREE COURSE DINNER ($25 per person Sun-Thurs, $35 per person Fri £> Sat) 


TEMPO 


RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 

DEDICATED TO THE IDEAL OF THE GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT 

256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 



Delicious FAT-FREE Caps & Cones 
Homemade Cokes For Any Occasion 
Just choose the flavor and decorations 



FREE DELIVERY! 
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Snail's trail 


One foodie very slowly follows 
the boroughs best escargots 


T here is a certain “je ne sais quoi” 
when it comes to escargots. Maybe 
it’s the tiny fork with its few deli- 
cate prongs, or maybe it’s the French- 
porcelain serving dish, and the way 
each round cavity perfectly cradles a 
single snail. Whatever the reason, I 
love nothing more than to sit in the sun- 
shine at a rickety bistro table, with a 
glass of white burgundy (of course!), a 
basket of crusty bread and plate of still- 

Escargots — the quintessential French 
appetizer of snails cooked in butter and 
garlic — is de rigeur at any self-re- 
specting bistro. Of course, prepa- 
rations vary. The most-au- 
thentic way to serve them 
involves a lengthy process 
of removing the fresh 
snails from their shells, 
gutting and cooking 
them, and finally return- 
ing them to cleaned-out 
conches, ready to eat. 

These days, to cut time 
and costs, most restaurants 
buy farmed snails and serve them 
shell-less; a little less dramatic, per- Bacchus' A 
haps, but still perfectly palatable. 

So, while there are plenty of bistros 
dotting Brooklyn, I got to wondering 
where the best snails were hiding. 


the Carroll Gardens restau- 
rant boom. The interior re- 
mains farm-house charming, 
dimly lit with cozy wooden 
tables tucked into comers, but 
the real place to be is in the 
back garden, surrounded with 
lush green trees and hanging 
lanterns. The escargots ($7.50) 
is earthy and buttery, and 
brightened by fresh chives. 

Each of the six snails is capped 
with a tiny, airy puff pastry. The 
best part? On Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays, the escargots is 
part of the restaurant’s $20 prix fixe 
menu, which also includes an entree 
and a slice of dense, luxuri- 
ous chocolate cake. 

GRADE: B+ 



Sr 


Bacchus 

Dining 


Bac- 


Patois 

The first upscale French bistro on 
Smith Street, Patois virtually launched 


chus is about 
French as it gets 
in Boerum Hill. 
7 With a muted red 

exterior, exposed 
brick walls and an 
impressive display of 
wines behind the brass- 
accented bar, it’s easy to be- 
lieve you’re stepping in off a 
market street in 
Paris instead of bustling 
Atlantic Avenue. The 
escargots ($5.50) is 
equally transport- 
ing. The dish 
the 



comes 

table hissing and 
bubbling, topped 
with a garlicky 
crust similar to 
the cracking top 
of a creme brulee. 

The snails are per- 
fectly rendered; 
large, but not tough, 
they’re ever so slightly Le Ba “ 
chewy, like an expertly 
cooked mussel or clam. 

Even if this way France, it would be 
worth the trip. GRADE: A 

Blue Ribbon 

Blue Ribbon isn’t French, but when 
it comes to escargots, nothing’s lost in 
translation. There are two kinds of 
snails on the menu here; the first, a tra- 
Patois: B+ ditional butter-garlic version ($12.50), 


is flawlessly 
prepared. The dish 
is showered in brilliant 
green parsley, and the flavors of the 
garlic, butter and snails are supreme- 
ly fresh and perfectly balanced. The 
second version is a bourguignon; the 
snails are stewed with red wine, gar- 
lic, onions, carrots, mushrooms and 
lardons (pieces of thick-cut bacon), 
and served in a bowl, like a hearty 
beef stew. The bread served 
alongside, an essential 
tool for mopping up the 

crusty and chewy, 
like its fresh out of 
a brick oven. At 
$14.50, it’s the 
most expensive 
escargots I tried, 
but it’s worth 


Le Barricou 

Le Barricou, Smith 
-ou' B Street pioneer Jean-Pierre 
Marquet’s latest offering, is a 
whimsical French bistro in 
the heart of Williamsburg. The walls 
are papered in French newspapers, a 
display chest is full of French action 
figures and there’s an antique foosball 
table in the back. Despite the restau- 
rant’s funky affect, it had the most-tra- 
ditional escargots ($7) of any I sam- 
pled — the snails are properly served 
in their swirled, pink shells. They were 


Blue Ribbon: A+ 


DINING 



5 (409 t 


n Expres 


Hill) a< 


open Monday through Friday from 5- 
1 1 pm, and Saturday and Sunday from 
1 1 am-3 pm and 5-10 pm. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 852-1572. 

Blue Ribbon (280 Fifth Ave., be- 
tween First Street and Garfield Place 
in Park Slope) accepts American Ex- 
press, MasterCard and Visa. The 
restaurant is open Monday through 
Thursday from 6 pm-2 am, Friday and 
Saturday from 4 pm-4 am, and Sunday 
from 4 pm-midnight. For information, 
call (718) 840-0404. 

Le Barricou (533 Grand St. at 
Union Street in Williamsburg) accepts 

day through Friday from 5-1 1 pm, and 
Saturday and Sunday from 1 1 am-4 
pm and 5-1 1 pm. For information, call 
(718) 782-7372. 

Patios (255 Smith St. at DeGraw 
Street in Carroll Gardens) accepts 
American Express, MasterCard and 
Visa. The restaurant is open Tuesday 
through Thursday from 5:30-10:30 pm. 
Friday and Saturday from 6-10:30 pi 
and Sunday from 11a 


n, call (718)855- 


a bit small — and there wasn’t quite 
enough butter in which to soak the 
bread — but the dish was visually ar- 
resting, and, paired with a fine glass of 
wine, managed to do the trick. 

GRADE: B 


A Rocky road 



Everyone was “up to 90” when 
Rocky Sullivan’s — an Irish-themed 
bar that drew in young suits like lep- 
rechauns to pots of gold — moved 
from Manhattan to a desolate street cor- 
ner in Red Hook. 

Local boozehounds, bitter over the 
recent closure of neighborhood bars, 
snickered at the unfettered optimism of 
Rocky’s owners Chris Byme and 
Patrick Farrelly. Two short months lat- 
er, the laughter, like so many bad hang- 
overs, is beginning to fade. 

While the Liberty Heights Tap 
Room, which previously occupied 
Rocky’s space, was loved by the un- 
derage rockers that played there regu- 
larly, it never took off with the over-21 
set. Smartly, Byme and Farrelly have 
injected a new program of adult enter- 
tainment (not that kind) into the bar, 
while keeping the things that were 
working, like affordable and tasty 
brick-oven pizzas (pictured), monthly 
kid-core rock shows and pints of Six 
Point Craft Ale. 

The result is a family-friendly pub 
that locals can depend on for good 


beer, a low-key crowd and, starting 
this month, weekly big-name rock 
shows. Eventually, Byme — a musi- 
cian and former member of the leg- 


endary 1990s East Village Celtic rock 
band Black 47 — plans to rip out the 
wooden divider that separates the bar 
from a small dining room and add 


more bar-style seating, allowing musi- 
cians to play for a larger crowd. 

On a recent Thursday, my only dis- 
appointment was with the lack of 
choices on tap. The Van Dyke Street 
bar is the home arena for Six Point, an 
innovative brewery that has been called 
the city’s best. At the Tap Room, the 
craft ale was the only beer for sale. For 
now, it appears that the new manage- 
ment has replaced that selection with 
generic tap choices and added a buck to 
the price of the two standard Six Point 
lagers (Sweet Action and Bengali 
Tiger); at $6, it’s a dollar more than the 
Bait and Tackle on Van Brunt Street. If 
Rocky’s wants to stay in the ring and 
compete for the after-dinner crowd 
with the B & T, a better selection of Six 
Point ales could help. 

Rocky Sullivan's (34 Van Dyke St., at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook) accepts 
American Express, Visa and Master- 
Card. The bar is open daily: until 2 am 
on weeknights and 4 am on week- 
ends. For information, call (718) 246- 
8050 or visit www.rockysullivans.com. 

— Ariella Cohen 
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Caffe 

BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 



miccneLL/s 

ear nna ghll 


259 FLacousn nuenue, arooHLyn 
7ia 484-4iia For RGSsruacions 


Grana opening Euencs 


sepDGinDer 13 - ib 


murs, sepp 13 , bpiti: 

Bradford Hayes Quintet 
Featuring Grammy-nominated, 
saxophonist Bradford Hayes 


FP1, sepc 14, 8PITI: 

Leo Johnson Quartet 
Featuring long time veteran 
jazz saxophonist Leo Johnson 


sac, sepp 15, 8 Pm: 

Vince Seneri Trio w/ Dave Valentin 
and Special Guest Paul Bollenback 
Featuring Vince Seneri, dynamic 
Hammond B3 organist, flautist par 
excellence Dave Valentin, & special 
guest guitarist Paul Bollenbach 


sun, sepp 18, 7 PITI: 

Elias Sarkar Quartet 
Middle Eastern Music by veteran musicians 
on oud, kanoun, and tabla, and featuring 
Oriental dancers, including legendary Morocco 


151 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights 
Open 7 days week • (71 8) 624-3838 
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9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 2 

pm. Take the F or G to Smith-9th 

Call morning of walk 8 am to 9 ' 
am ONLY Heavy rain cancels 
tour. (212) 348-5344. 
GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: 
Covering 478 acres and contain- 
ing more than 600,000 graves, 
Green-Wood is New York's great 




people of this Brooklyn 
;ure. Stops include: the 
es of Charles Ebbets, Louis 
ffany and Charlotte Canda. 
$15; $12 seniors; $10 stu- 
dents/N-YHS members. 1 pm. 
Southeast corner of Broadway 

Hall PaifcCal! li^Onion 

tion. (2^2) O 439-1°090 Ore ’ ° rma 
OWLS HEAD PARK: Urban Park 
Rangers host a tour. Enjoy the 

Statue of Liberty. Meet at the 
Colonial Avenue entrance. Call 


Company presents "King Lear 
$30, $55, $75, $90. 3 pm. BAP 
Harvey Theater, 651 Fulton St 


v York, present "II Tabarrc 

adultery and murder. $35 rece 
tion; $25 opera. Reception al 
pm; show at 7 pm. Mary A. W 


of Separa ......... 

Sept. 15. 

BARGEMUSIC: 4 pm. See Sat., 
Sept 15. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: "Paso 
Doble." 8 pm. See Sat, Sept. 15. 

OTHER 

GALLERY OPENING: J. Reznik 
Studios Fine Art/ Custom 
Framing opens and offers a 20% 
off opening special. 10 am to 4 
pm. 1305 East 17 St. at Ave M. 
(718) 934-8800. 

DEATH AND DYING: Vairadhara 
Meditation Center offers e 




:h. 10 ami 


n. 380 Adelphi St., se _ 

ond floor. (718) 496-5514. 
FESTIVAL: 5 pm to Midnight. See 
Sat., Sept 15. 




andOthere." 7^1o pr , 
First Unitarian Congregational 
Society, 48 Monroe PI. Call for 
fee info. (718) 496-5514. 


exhibit "Foundation Faculty." 4 
pm to 6 pm. 200 Willoughby 
Ave. (718) 636-3517. Free. 
FITNESS CLASS: The Fitness Guru 

Fulton Ferry State Park, Dock 
Street at the East River. Today: pi- 

tration at 6:30 pm. For info, visit 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org. 

Free. 

ART SHOW: Freddy's Back Room 

Studio with Larry Heintjes and 
Mary Rieser Heintjes. Also, live 
guitar music. 7 pm. 485 Dean 
St. (917) 478-8454. 

SUPPORT: Harm Reduction Net- 
work offers a support group for 

s^ely or^o° drink *es^Tpm°St 
John's Episcopal Church, 139 St. 
John's Pi. (347) 678-5671. Free. 
BAM: The Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany presents "King Lear." $30, 
$55, $75, $90. 7:30 pm. BAM 


BUSINESS SEMINAR: Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce hosts 
"Strategic Vision Planning for 
Small Business." Learn how to 
take your business to the next 

lyn Business Solutions Center, 9 
Bond St., fifth floor. (718) 875- 
1000, ext. 105. Open to mem- 
bers only. Free. 

BAM: "King Lear." 7:30 pm. See 


ANNIVERSARY PARTY: Lutheran 
Family Health Centers' cele- 

a health fair. Theme is fam^y 
health and healthy aging aware- 

Park, 57th Street between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues. (718) 630- 
7155. Free. 

FILM SCREENING: Heights and 
Hill Community Council host 
film critic Rob Edelman in a talk 


eluding "Rosie the Riveter" and 
"Harriet the Happy Homemaker." 
2 pm. 160 Montague St., 3rd 
floor. Advance reservations nec- 
essary. (718) 596-8789. Free. 

DUMBO FIGHT NIGHT: Fund- 


ic, Galapagos, | 
la, Smack Mell< 


jr^andb™q 9 fo S od S $40?$25 in 
advance. 5 pm to 9 pm. On the 
dock at the end of Second 
Street at the Gowanus Canal. 
(718) 243-0849. 

BALLROOM DANCE: Cynthia King 
Dance Studio offers a class with 
Joshua Carr. 7:30 pm. 1256 Pros- 
pect Ave. (71 8) 437-01 01 . Free. 
BARNES AND NOBLE: presents 

gggS 

Waters: Profiles from the Edge." 
7 pm. 267 Seventh Ave, at Sixth 
Street. (718) 851-6327. Free. 
BARGEMUSIC: Jazz with Michael 
Marcus Quartet. $35, $30 sen- 

Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River. (718) 624-2083. 
~ 7:30 pm. See 


* Se 2T 
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GALLERY PLAYERS: "Six Degree 




GET GREEN: Brooklyn Center for 
Green Brooklyn. L 

f 



Yom Kippur 

OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

LULLWATER EXPLORATION: 


id Oce< 


St. (718) 788-8500. Free. 


kids. Noon to 12:45 pm. 
park at Lincoln Road anc 
Avenue. (718) 287-3400. 

BIRDWATCHING CRUISE: Le< 

Park, from prehi: 


pm to 2 pm. Enter park at 


lation. (718) 287-3400. Fi 


the p 




BAM: The Royal Shakespeare 
Company presents "King Lear." 
$30, $55, $75, $90. 2 pm. Also, 
"The Seagull." $30, $55, $75, 
$90. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater, 651 Fulton St. (718) 
636-4100. For more information 


GALLERY PLAYERS: presents 
Degrees of Separation." $1 

14th St., between Fourth ar 
Fifth avenues. (212) 352-31 ( 


sohn. $40, $25 students. 8 pm. 
Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River. (718) 
624-2083. 

OTHER 

WEEKSVILLE FARMERS MARKET: 

pm. 1698 Bergen St., between 
Rochester and Buffalo avenues. 
(718) 788-8500. 

INDIE MARKET: Collective of 


beauty, pet gear, home-goods 
www.brooklynindiemarket.com. 

BKa 


KAYAK AND CLEAN: Gowant 
Dredgers offers a 20-minute 
cruise in Red Hook by kayal 
Then help clean up the shoi 


Parkside and Ocean avenues. 
For info, call 311. Free. 

CHURCH WALK: 9-mile walk offers 

Dutch pm. 

Meet at McDonald's at Church 
and Nostrand avenues. Call 


ONLY. Heavy rain ca 
(212) 348-5344. 


:mer performed by Old Red 
li and Sephardi folk-rock by 


Pharaoh's Daughter. 2 pm. Brook- 

Grand^rmi^Haza. ^71 8) a 230- nCH 
2211. Free. 

BAM: "King Lear." 3 pm. See Sat., 


BARGEMUSIC: presents a classi 
music concert. 4 pm. See Sal 
Sept. 22. 

OTHER 

LECTURE: Urban Park Rangers 
offer a talk on healing arts. 

healer Richard Eisenberg. 1 



with unlimited calling 
to the U.S., Canada and Puerto Rico. First 
1EE including installation. 


► TIME WARNER 

CABLE 


Call anytime.We offer 24/7 customer support. 


Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 
best-kept secret? 

Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly, 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 

Had enough? Say goodbye to Verizon and Sir Charge. 










rr 




Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon. 
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HOBBS... 

Continued from page 7 
genre of creepy Jeremy Irons 
movies. You watch a movie 
like that and get clues about 
how to convey tension and 
secrets.” 

The story of “The 
Tourists” is full of both. Led 
by an unnamed narrator, it 
follows a group of college 
friends as their lives and 
limbs become intricately in- 
tertwined. The character-driv- 
en story could be a minefield 
for a first timer, but the film’s 
producers — even the ones 


who aren’t married to the au- 
thor — have faith. 

“We liked the idea [of Jeff 
writing] for a lot of reasons,” 
said Ian McGloin of Wild 
Child Films, one of the film’s 
producers. “We thought that 
the novel has a seductive 
voice and the best way to 
capture that would be with 
the person who actually put it 
to the page.” 

Of course, even under the 
best circumstances, the fin- 
ished film could be years 
away from your local theater. 
But the good news — for 
Hobbs and his readers — is 
that he’s comfortably back to 
novel- writing. “I am just 


about done [with his second 
novel] . . . probably within the 
week,” he said. “It’s about a 
man in his 70s whose wife 
has passed away. He’s a lone- 
ly guy and he meets this 
woman and gets engaged, 
and it’s about how his five 
daughters come home and 
deal with the wedding. It’s a 
little soapy, but it’s kind of 
about how people get.” 

Jeff Hobbs will be reading 
from "The Tourists" on Sept. 
16 as part of the Brooklyn 
Book Festival (Community 
Room at Borough Hall, 209 
Joralemon St.), at 10 am. 
Free. For information, visit 
www.brooklynbookfestival.org. 


Autumn’s newest 


A CHILDREN’S MUSICAL COMEDY FORALLAGES 


©MDliSI 








Sunday, September 23 rd & 30 th 
I 1 :00 am & 2:00 pm 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 

8 1 st Street & 4th Avenue 
Bay Ridge • Brooklyn 



We like the New York Tunes as much 
as the next paper — but when the so- 
called “Paper of Record” published its 
annual “new restaurant” section earlier 
this month, it had one glaring error: the 
section did not include a single restau- 
rant opening in Brooklyn. 

Now, we’re not saying that there 
aren’t exciting, expensive new 
boites about to open in Manhattan, 
but you don’t need a degree from 
Johnson and Wales to know that 
there’s plenty of exciting, less-ex- 
pensive food news being made this 
fall in our fair borough. 

In other words, how could the 
Times have missed these openings? 

Blue Marble Brooklyn 

Dishing out ice cream, coffee and 
tea, Blue Marble is the first restau- 
rant from best buddies Jenny Dundas 
and Alexis Miesen and opens on Sept. 
21 

420 Atlantic Ave. between Nevins 
and Bond streets in Boerum Hill. 
(718)858-1100 

Frank White 

Old-fashioned wallpaper and chande- 
liers give plenty of charm to this spot, 
which will act as an art gallery in addition 
to serving pastries, and the “Fair Trade” 
coffee that everyone loves so much. 

936 Atlantic Ave., at St. James 
Place in Fort Greene. No phone. 

It might not be opening in time for au- 
tumn, but this news was too good to sit 
on! “We are looking to open a second 
venture,” Francine Stephens told GO 
Brooklyn (that’s an exclusive for all you 
disappointed Times readers out there). 
“We don’t have a space yet, but plan to 
open our next project by early summer in 
northern Brooklyn.” And while her Flat- 
bush Avenue restaurant is a city-wide 
phenom, Stephens said that the new ven- 
ture will be going in a different direction. 



she said. “Not a : 
but a combination of a retail 
space and a cafe.” 

Mexican Piramida 

Though it will be 
named after ancient 
Mexican pyramids, 
this Park Slope 
restaurant plans on 
serving cuisine with 
a modem flair. The 
menu will include traditional Mexican 
plates and original menu items in addi- 
tion to an extra-large wine list. It’s slat- 
ed to open for dinner on Sept. 12, with 
lunch following in the coming weeks. 

499 Fifth Ave., at 12th Street in 
Park Slope. (718) 499-0002. 

Public House 

The owners of popular South South 
Slope restaurant, Kitchen Bar, are 
opening this offshoot in November. 


They’re hoping that locals will gather 
around thin-crust pizza and plasma TVs 
to watch international sports and knock 
back a few beers. Otherwise, the draw 
will be the outdoor seating and 16-seat 
bar. 

686 Sixth Ave., at 21st Street in 
Greenwood Heights. (718) 788-1 186. 

Radegast Hall & Biergarten 

Opening soon, this Austro-Hungarian 
restaurant and bar will feature a 2,000- 


square-foot biergarten 
— finally sounding the 
death knell for over-packed 
Billyburg bars. 

113 N. Third St., between Wythe Av- 
enue and Berry Street in Williamsburg. 
(718) 963-3973 

Water Grill 

On Sept. 16, French-Japanese fusion 
comes to Bay Ridge cour- 
, . tesy of the Water Grill. 

7026 Third Ave., at 
Ovington Avenue in Bay 
Ridge. (718) 833-9618. 

Zaytoons 

The perennial favorite Middle East- 
ern spot is opening a new branch in 
Prospect Heights some time in the 
next two weeks. Expect falafel, 
spinach pie and the famous “pitza,” or 
just sit back and enjoy smoking a fla- 
vored mix at one of the hookahs. 

594 Vanderbilt Ave. at St. Marks 
Place in Prospect Heights. No phone. 


Broadway bound 

Behind the scene with Park Slopes Gallery Players 


Adults $12.00 -Children $10.00 

For Tickets call: 7 1 8-836-3 1 03 or ridgerepertory@mindspring.ci 


r he Gallery Players doesn’t 
I do “community theater.” 
I The phrase, which can 


E»*\er^e*\Cy Express )v\ 

30 w\'twfe.s oy less. 

In Lutheran’s Emergency Room, patients get care faster. 


Now that’s progress - the kind that makes a difference in people’s lives. 
And it’s all because of Lutheran’s one-of-a-kind QUICK CARE 
Program - an innovative approach to emergency care where patients see 
a doctor in 30 minutes or less.* 

And, as an award-winning, state-recognized LEVEL I TRAUMA AND 
STROKE CENTER, Lutheran is prepared to treat both severe and 
everyday emergencies, but we also know it shouldn’t take all day to do so. 

Lutheran is convenient too. Our 55th Street parking garage is open 
24 hours a day. 

So, why wait any longer? Try Lutheran. 


Vi 


Lutheran 
Medical Center 


Located on Second Avenue between 55th and 56th Streets 
Call 718-630-RXRX (7979) for a physician referral 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


•Average "Door to Doctor" time of actual patient data collection YTD 2( 


reek of a high-school produc- 
tion of “Grease,” doesn’t do the 
Players’ work justice. In fact, by 
putting a professional company 
on its stage, the Gallery Players 
has reached its 41st season with 
dignity in tact. 

It all began in 1967, when 
Bruce Wyatt relocated from 
New Orleans to Brooklyn and 
brought the idea of the Gallery 
Players with him. Originally 
working from Flatbush, the 
group performed in churches 
and other borrowed spaces, 
and in 1978 became an Equity 
house, meaning it would work 
with players who were part of 
the Actors’ Equity Association, 
the stage actors union. It 
wouldn’t be until 1989 that the 
group moved to its current 
home, the 99-seat basement on 
14th Street in Park Slope. But, 
while it didn’t always have a 
permanent space, the group 
had been building a reputation 
all along. 

“Other showcases and even 
off-Broadway can feel like 
everyone is scrambling as part 
of some homegrown guerilla 
theater,” said Richard Prioleau, 
a Park Slope actor who will 
star as Paul in “Six Degrees of 
Separation,” this season’s 
opener. “Here there is a sense 
of professionalism. It feels es- 
tablished.” 

Working for such a group is 
what keeps actors, directors 
and members of the technical 
crew returning each season, all 
without getting paid movie 
star, or even Broadway star, 
salaries. All equity players are 
entitled to a salary and bene- 
fits, however. 

Dealing with a tight budget 
can definitely make things dif- 
ficult, though. Costume de- 
signer David Withrow, who 
has worked on Broadway pro- 
ductions of “Three Penny 



Getting a 'Degree': Richard Prioleau, above, stars in the 
Gallery Players production of 'Six Degress of Separation,' 
opening Sept. 15. 


Opera” and “The Wedding 
Singer,” said that creating cos- 
tumes for “Six Degrees of 
Separation” was “like working 
miracles.” 

Like most of the 
group’s members, 
though, Withrow is 
happy to do it. “I’m 
treated well,” he 


working on quality theater. 

“I was just bleeding money,” 
said Prioleau, who recendy got 
a job at a consulting firm to sup- 


THEATER 


Sept. 1! 






told how to do my 
job. You have a say 
and you know they 

Of course, trust doesn’t pay 
the bills, and the majority of the 
Players have less-than-glam- 
orous day jobs to toil at. 
They’re willing to put in the ex- 
tra hours, though, if it means 


yw.galleryplaye 


plement his actor’s salary. “I’ll 
do plays like this for free for the 
opportunity to do good work. 
You don’t go into the theater to 
make money.” 

Despite the pitfalls, getting 
on this stage is no small feat. 


The Gallery Players cast their 
performances from a mixture 
of open calls, agent-recom- 
mended auditions and mem- 
bers of the Equity Actors As- 
sociation. For “Six Degrees” 
alone, more than 300 people 
auditioned for 17 roles. 

And sometimes, a per- 
former gets lucky. “We’ve had 
a lot of people go on to bigger 
and better things,” said 
Heather Curran, the group’s 
artistic director. “We’re using 
professional actors and design- 
ers, [so] this is really a show- 
case for everyone involved.” 

One of the reasons the 
group is able to keep produc- 
ing shows is its “extremely 
loyal Brooklyn base,” accord- 
ing to board member and “Six 
Degrees” producer Cathy Ben- 
civenga. She said that at least 
80 percent of subscription 
holders renew every year. And 
while most cultural institutions 
keep that kind of information 
secret, when we floated this 
number past a local member- 
ship gum, he said it was “phe- 
nomenal,” as long as they 
were bringing in new sub- 
scribers as well. 

But using a bigger house to 
bring in bigger bucks is out of 
the question. The productions 
are limited to 99 seats, one of 
the strict parameters, including 
limiting rehearsals and per- 
formances, that the Actors’ 
Equity Association insists 

As with so many aspects of 
this sort of work, it’s a trade- 
off. “In general, it says some- 
thing about the quality of ac- 
tors,” said Wojtunik. “To be 
offered a job at an equity the- 
ater has a certain amount of 

He’s right, since only Equi- 
ty actors can audition for 
Broadway shows. “We would- 
n’t be able to do as good a 
show as ‘Six Degrees’ if we 
couldn’t have Equity actors,” 
said Wojtunik. 

And there’s always the 
chance of being discovered. 
“The idea behind a showcase 
is a casting director scopes you 
out and scoops you up,” said 
Prioleau. “That’s the romantic 
way of putting it.” 


PLAUT... 

Continued from page 7 
driving a yellow cab.” Did the 
worrying really stop? 

MP: I stopped worrying about 
what to do with my life and 
started having adventures, but 
I totally didn’t stop worrying. 
Right now it’s, “What the hell 
am I going to do now?” and 
“What’s my next adventure 
going to be?” In the cab, it’s a 
different set of worries, micro- 
worries mostly focused on fi- 
nancials. 

GO: In general, what was your 
perception of your passengers? 
Are some New Yorkers nicer 
or better tippers than others? 
MP: For a while, I would dis- 
criminate against the French 
because they would never tip, 
but that was smashed one day 
when I was driving a group of 
French [passengers] to Brook- 



GO: What tips do you have 
for the taxi-taking public? 

MP: Don’t puke, don’t pass 
out and, if you want to have 
sex, tip well and be discreet. 


Melissa Plaut will read at 
Barnes & Noble (267 Seventh 
Ave. at Sixth Street in Park Slope) 
on Sept. 18 at 7:30 pm. For in- 
formation, call (718) 832-9066. 


Melissa Plaut 


lyn. When I got them to their 
destination, they asked for all 
their change back and I thought, 
“Gee, they really are the stereo- 
type.” And then they gave me a 
$10 [tip] and I thought, “S— t.” 
So I’ve learned you can’t gen- 
eralize people. My favorite 
passengers don’t puke, don’t 
pass out, don’t antagonize me 
and tip well. That’s all, not too 
much to ask. 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



.nity for 20 years 

4408 5th Ave. <m. & 45th sts.j (718) 438-2009 

Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • 
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Let Your wiLal side out 

*his weekend at the NY Aquarium. 

Bring yOLfr kids and immerse 
yoursekes in Russian folk 

dancing with the Brighton 
Ballet Theatre. 

DlVe into RlfSSian arts 
and crafts. Learn about 
+ Russian aquatic animals. 
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ACUPUNCTURE 


DENTISTS 




CHINESE SUCCESS 

QI-QONQ THIN A BODYWORK CENTER 

Effective Treatments for: 

• Pain Management (Neck, Shoulders, 

Back, Arms, Legs, Etc.] 

• Stress • Depression 

• Insomnia • Arthritis 

• Sciatica • Headache 

• Facial • Rejuvenation 

• Sports Injuries • Poor Digestion 

• Low Energy 

718 - 788-2372 

Open 7 Days A Week 
1 0:30 am - 10:30 pm 
457 7th Ave., 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 



DENTISTS 


\ MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our Now Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Brldgework) 

* Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance k 
Plans and Medicaid I 
Welcome. Discounts for I 
Senior Citizens I 


(SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 



xn 


MNK 


GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY 


CROWNS 


\Z]U\ ilci 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 




Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


Now in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) In^mance 

(718) 622-8020 mm 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 



Quality Dentistry y 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. 111CHMAN DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


Blffl 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modem and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 
INVISALIGN PROVIDER 


Emergency Patie\ 


m the s, 




EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 
LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mrawa 

789-5700 


DERMATOLOGIST 


LASERS 


LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist fe 

Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails ? 

27 8th Avenue I lOOO Park Avenue 



Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


FITNESS TRAINING 


ABSOLUTE 

FITNESS TRAINERS 

BrLu/tjLf vg thee Qywt to You,! 

mmmmm 

• Functional Training • Qi Gong 

• Strength Training • Arnisikaran 

• Cardio Training • Massage 

• Flexibility Training • Acupuncture 

• Cardio-Kick Boxing • Power-Walking Club 

For More, itej-o r mcctio tc occLL 

71 8-788-321 2 

www.absolutefitnestrainers.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp, in working with trauma survivors k those 


Groups, Couples k Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement » PVT Brooklyn Office 


Salty Dog honors hero 



By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A local hero wasn’t in his 
usual place behind the bar, but 
he was in everyone’s memories. 

Dyker Height’s firefighter 
Joseph Graffagnino, 33, who 
died in the Deutsche Bank 
blaze last month, was honored 
on Sept. 11 at the Salty Dog, 
the Bay Ridge tavern where he 
used to tend bar. 

Graffagnino died alongside 
Robert Beddia in the August 
fire at the crippled financial 
building near Ground Zero, 
which has been empty since the 
9-11 attacks and is being taken 
down piece by piece to mini- 
mize the spread of toxins. 

Graffagnino had been tend- 
ing bar at the Salty Dog just 
hours before he died. 

On Tuesday, the bar raised 
$30,000 for his family, thanks 
to a Chinese auction, raffles, 
and t-shiit sales. 

Graflagnino, an eight-year vet- 
eran, left behind his wife, Linda. 

The bar, which caters to fire- 
fighters, hung black-and-purple 
bunting after Graffagnino’s 
death and even became the 
scene of an ad-hoc memorial 
after the Aug. 23 funeral. 


On Tuesday, the bar began to 
fill at around 5 pm, an hour before 
the benefit was slated to begin. 

Rich Serpice, who knew 
Graffagnino since they were 
both 14-years-old, gladly hand- 


ed over his $20 at the door. 

“You’ll hear everyone say it, 
but he really was the freaking 
greatest guy you could ever 
meet,” said Serpice. “He always 
had a kind word for everyone 


and this is one small way we 
can give something back” 
Contributions are still being 
accepted at the Salty Dog, 
which is on Third Avenue be- 
tween 75th and 76th streets. 


Billyburg wants bike racks 


By Adam F. Hutton 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Residents of Williamsburg 
want more places to park their 
bikes, especially now that 
they’ve gotten a taste for what 
it’s like when the city installs 
clusters of bike racks near 
public transportation. 

This summer the Department 
of Transportation added nine 
bike racks — with room for 
more than 30 two-wheelers — 
near the Bedford Avenue L- 
train station. It was the first 
time in city history that street 
parking was sacrificed for bike 
parking, according to DOT. 

Now, neighborhood residents 
want more — and DOT is lis- 

On Monday night, an agency 
official told Community Board 1 
that the city is considering five 



other sites that the board had 
suggested, including two more 
racks near the Bedford station, 
plus racks near the Nassau Av- 
enue G-train station, the Grand 
Street L-train station and at Kent 
Avenue on the waterfront. 

More than 2,600 bikes cross 
the Williamsburg Bridge on a 
given day, according to a city sur- 
vey — making the Willy B the 
city’s business bike thoroughfare. 

“It’s one of the most bicyc- 
ling-intensive neighborhoods in 
the city,” said Jon Orcutt, a 
DOT adviser. “So it makes 
sense for us to do these kinds of 
projects here.” 

CBVs Transportation Com- 
mittee will discuss the issue 
again on Sept. 20 at Our Lady 
of the Snow (410 Graham Ave., 
between Jackson and Withers 
streets), 6:30 pm. Call (718) 389- 
0009 for information. 


Bush frees tornado relief funds 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The White House has 
changed course and asked the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Administration to release 
emergency relief funds to resi- 
dents of Bay Ridge whose 
homes and cars were damaged 
in the Aug. 8 tornado. 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge), who kept the heat on 
federal officials after they allo- 
cated relief funds only to 
Queens homeowners after the 
vicious storm, announced on 
Friday afternoon that FEMA 
had decided to also designate 
Bay Ridge for “federal disaster 
assistance.” 

“The damage throughout our 
community was widespread 
and significant [so] I want to 
thank FEMA for responding to 
our request and for providing a 
helping hand to affected Brook- 
lynites,” he said. 

After the Aug. 8 storm, 
FEMA did send inspectors to 


Correction 

An article last week about 
the first day of school at the 
Khalil Gibran International 
Academy (“Media descends on 
Gibran as Arabic school 
opens,” Sept. 8) incorrectly re- 
called the incident that led to 
principal Debbie Almontaser’s 
forced resignation. She actually 
translated the Arabic word “in- 
tifada” as “shaking off.” 


the hardest-hit areas of Bay 
Ridge — a concentric circle of 
damage centered around 67th 
Street between Fourth and Sev- 
enth avenues. Though the dam- 
age was severe — hundreds of 
cars and roofs were destroyed 
— President Bush initially only 
awarded relief funds to Queens, 
where more than 1,000 homes 
were flooded. 

But Fossella kept the pres- 
sure on, and the president re- 
lented. One resident, at least, is 
happy he did. 

“We need FEMA’s help,” 
said Ho Wong, who lost part of 
the roof at his 69th Street home. 
“The damage done to the roof, 
windows, and chimney are too 
much for us to handle alone.” 

Wong said he doesn’t have 
an estimate for all of the dam- 
age yet, but plans on filling out 
the FEMA paperwork. 

The assistance may help the 
recovery, but it will never re- 
place the memories of that un- 
forgettable morning. 

“When you wake up and the 
air conditioner that was in your 
window is now in a different 
room of your house you know 
something isn’t right,” added 

To apply for financial assis- 
tance, affected residents should 
call (800) 621 -FEMA or visit 
www.fema.gov. 

Businesses that were also vic- 
tims of the tornado — believed to 
be the only one to hit Bay Ridge 
since meteorologists started keep- 
ing records — can apply for fed- 
erally backed loans through the 


Small Business Administration to 
repair or replace property not cov- 
ered by insurance. 

Business owners should con- 
tact the Small Business Admin- 
istration directly at (800) 659- 
2955 or by downloading the 
loan application from the 
agency’s Web site, Sba.gov. 

As a result of the presidential 
“disaster area” declaration, the 
Internal Revenue Service has 
even gotten into the act, an- 
nouncing this week that it would 
waive any interest or penalty for 
individuals or businesses filing 
late because of the storm — as 
long as all payments and paper- 


work is in by Nov. 15. 

The agency said its computer 
systems have automatically iden- 
tified taxpayers located in the 
disaster area, so those taxpayers 
“do not need to writ[e] on their 
returns or us[e] the disaster des- 
ignation in their tax software,” 
the agency announced. 

The city's Office of Emer- 
gency Management has set up 
an office to assist residents af- 
fected by the tornado. It will be 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
(552 59th St, at Sixth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge), Mon-Sat, 1 1 am-7 
pm. Call (800) 621 -FEMA for in- 
formation. 


Mom A pop inn bind 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) held a public hearing last week in 
hopes of finding ways to save that endangered species known as the mom and pop 
shop. Given what our local businesses tell us, Yassky is going to have his work cut out 
for him in tackling the multi-headed beast of high rents, serious competition from 
deep-pocketed chains and congestion. — Ariella Cohen 

BUSINESS 

PROBLEM 

WHAT THEY WANT 

Damascus Bakery, 

195 Atlantic Ave., near 
Court Street, in Brooklyn 
Heights 

Traffic and parking. There 
is nowhere for delivery 
trucks — or customers — 

Special meters to allow park- 
ing privileges on shopping 

Community Bookstore, 

143 Seventh Ave., near 
Garfield Place, in Park 
Slope 

High rent 

Protecting from eviction 
through a cultural landmarks 
designation that would allow 
businesses to be protected 
the same way architectural 
landmarks can be. 

Jauchem and Meeh 
Special Effects, 

524 Sackett St., at the 
foot of Bond Street, in 
Gowanus 

Instability. Residential neigh- 
borhoods are expanding 
and the zoning may not be 
right for industrial business 
for much longer. 

Give tax breaks and incen- 
tives to landowners who 
maintain buildings for indus- 
trial employers. 

Home Court Furniture, 

286 Court St., near Kane 
Street, in Cobble Hill 

Competition from corpo- 
rate chains — such as Ikea 
— is a threat. 

Zoning restrictions that limit 
the size of new stores being 
built. 


POLY 

Continued from page 1 

The Board of Trustees has also 
voted in support of the proposed 
merger and is expected to approve 
a final agreement, when one is pre- 

The alumni rebellion has caused 
a stir — but not necessarily the one 
Likourezos sought. One fellow 
alum and current faculty member, 
Roger Roess, fired off an angry 
memo of his own that decried the 
Alumni Association’s position 

“[Likourezos] is simply orches- 
trating a campaign to derail the 
merger and has been doing so since 
Day 1,” he wrote in an e-mail to 
Likourezo, inviting him to “come 
and work” at Poly and see the need 
for new resources that the merger 
could bring before opposing it. 

“Everyone has concerns,” said 
the ’64 alum. “But you have to 
weigh everything. Are we better 
off becoming a part of NYU and 
risking a piece of our identity, or 
are we better off doing what we 
are doing and taking the risk of 
battling a difficult financial posi- 
tion alone?” 
















NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Reader Advisory: National trade associations to which we belong purchased the 
following classifieds. This publication has not verified the value of any of the services or 
products advertised; some advertisers do not offer "employment" but rather supply 
manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order 
selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money 
in advance or give an advertiser your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit 
repair company does business only over the phone it's illegal to request money before 
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DA PE KIT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC I B ^B B 


Smartmom's still worrying 


learn with u s , 


T he start of the 

school year has been an 
emotional roller coaster 
for Smartmom, what with so 
many things to worry about. 
Will Teen Spirit like his new 
high school? Will the Oh So 
Feisty One adjust to her new 



New subway. New routines. 
And, boy, is Teen Spirit glad 
that doesn’t have to wear a tie 
and lace-up shoes to this new, 
more progressive school, which 
is the polar opposite of his old 
prep school. Smartmom has her 
fingers crossed. 

OSFO is a lot more forth- 




UNION TEMPLE 

^UGlOU S SCHOOt 


Register Now For Grades 1-5 

A Complete Reform Jewish Education 
$ Sunday religious school for grades 1-7 
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The flag’s the Jung 

Fog rolls 
in, Clones 
roll on 



The fog rolled in to Keyspan Park Monday night be- 
fore the Clones beat the nefarious Staten Island Yanks. 


F og. that was the story of the cyclones 

3-1 victory over the rival Staten Island Yankees to 
sweep the New York-Penn League’s first-round play- 
off series on Monday night at Keyspan Park. 

To be exact, it wasn’t the fog itself, but how the Brook- 
lyns handled all of the problems caused by the fog that en- 
abled the team to advance to the league’s championship se- 
ries against the Auburn Doubledays. 

The Cyclones may be a minor-league team, but their 
preparation for an opponent is anything but minor league. 
The team keeps spray charts on each opposing hitter, with 
the Cyclones’ next day starting pitcher charting where every 
opponent’s ball is hit. In addition, the team records each 
pitch thrown by opposing hurlers, indicating the type of 
pitch, its speed, location and result. 

Since the Yankees and Brooklyn had met in 14 regular- 
season games and one playoff game prior to Monday, that 
meant that Brooklyn had quite an array of pitching and hit- 
ting charts — so they knew quite a lot about the Staten Is- 
land tendencies. 

Yet all of that information was secondary to the Cyclones’ 
ability to handle the unexpected delays and resulting changes 
in strategy resulting from Monday night’s fog — a situation 
that caused a two-hour delay in starting the game, plus a 50- 
minute delay after the fifth inning when the fog returned. 

The Cyclones started Dylan Owen, their ace, who led the 
league in wins (he was 9-1 overall) and ERA (1.49). 

In his previous start, Owen had thrown 95 pitches, and he 
was prepared to do the same on Monday, thus possibly pitch- 
ing until the seventh or eighth inning. 

T he cyclones jumped off to a 2-0 lead in 

the third inning when Matt Bouchard was hit in the 
neck with a pitch from rehabbing starter Dillon Ras- 
ner, who worked for the Yankees — the ones in the Bronx 
— earlier this season. 

Jake Eigsti ran for Bouchard and then scored on a double 
by Raul Reyes. 

After catcher Cesar Cordido advanced Reyes to third on a 
neat sacrifice, Ezequiel Carrera dropped a soft floater over 
the drawn-in infield to score Reyes. 

Owen was shutting out the Yankees on a masterful per- 
formance, but then the fog rolled in, and the game was 
stopped. 

The fog delay was too long to allow Owen to continue. 

“I told them I could still go out there,” Owen said after the 
game. “But they [manager Edgar Alfonzo and pitching coach 
Hector Berrios] decided the lay-off was too long.” 

The Yankees also removed Rasner, but as a major leaguer 
on rehab, he probably wouldn’t have pitched much more 
anyway, so the fog advantage went to the Yankees. 

The game resumed and Cyclones reliever Brant Rustich 
held the Yankees scoreless in the sixth. 

In the bottom of the frame, Micah Schilling singled 
against Yankee reliever Nick Chigges. 

Ramon Castro, the Mets’ rehabbing back-up catcher and 
the evening’s designated hitter, was due up. And again, the 
fog played a role 

“Castro was rehabbing because of his back,” said Alfonzo. 
“But with the long fog delays, it wasn’t right to keep him in the 
game because his back could stiffen up, so I had to take him out.” 
Brandon Kawal hit for Castro. 

“All year long, Kawal has been a clutch hitter,” said Al- 
fonzo in explaining his pinch-hitting selection. 

After Schilling stole second, Kawal singled, sending 
Schilling to third. That’s when Lucas Duda, the Cyclones 
hottest hitter came up. Duda knocked in Schilling with a sin- 
gle to give Brooklyn a 3-0 lead. 

After Rustich blanked the Yanks in the seventh, Edgar 
Ramirez shut down the Baby Bombers in the eighth, striking 

W ITH THE SCORE S TIL L 3-0, EDDIE KUNZ 
came on to close things out for Brooklyn. His out- 
ing was marred only by a Schilling error that al- 
lowed a base-runner, who scored after a single and a SAC fly. 

Kunz retired the next two hitters to end the game — and 
start the partying. 

The fog had caused two delays, totaling nearly three 
hours. Yet, Brooklyn was able to weather the loss of its ace 
pitcher, and the removal of its DH, both caused by the sec- 
ond fog delay. 

“The concentration level was great,” said Alfonzo. 

“When you have a young team like this, and they were 
able to maintain their concentration through both delays, that 
was outstanding.” 

The Cyclones had beaten their cross-bay rivals. All the 
hitting and pitching charts had helped. But the fog was an 
unexpected enemy. 

The players had kept their focus despite the delays, and 
the Cyclones now had a two-day break to rest their pitching 
staff before the championship series. 

The Cyclones had beaten a major league pitcher, Rasner, and 
defeated an even tougher opponent, the Coney Island fog. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 

Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn base- 
ball, appropriates the iambic pentameter style of his ancient 
ancestor and offer some final thoughts in verse. This week's 
contribution, "Coney Island Fog," looks at the difficult con- 
ditions at Keyspan Park this week. 

"The fog, " said Sandburg, . .on little cat feet 

Sits looking over harbor and city 

On silent haunches. " Thus, Chicago's treat — 

The poet, not second baseman — wrote that ditty. 

At Coney Island, Monday, fog crept in — 

So silent, shrouding hidden Keyspan Park. 

Arriving early, staying late, it made 
Its entrances and exits — stealth in dark. 

The earthbound clouds did glimmer under lights. 

A haunting beauty — uninvited guest 

Gone taunting — teasing fans who shone in night's 

Reflection, aiding Cyclones in their quest. 

The fog retreats, the field now focused, clear. 

'Clones win, prolonging summer's song, so dear. 



niPLE-THRUT COW 



Yanks skipper roots for our lufa 


By Ed Shakespeare 

The Brooklyn Paper 

“I really root for him to do 
well,” said Mike Gillespie — 
who, in addition to being Stat- 
en Island Yankees manager, 
was also a coach at USC when 
Cyclone slugger Lucas Duda 


was a starter there. 

“But that home run against 
us? He could have waited to hit 
against it someone else.” 
Gillespie was speaking min- 
utes after Duda buried his team 
in the first round of the New 
York-Penn League’s playoffs, 


driving in five runs in the two- 
game sweep, including a two- 
run shot in the series opener on 
Sunday in Staten Island. 

“That homer was a rocket,” 
said Gillespie of Duda’s blast, a 
screaming line-drive shot off 
the “batter’s eye” screen in dis- 
tant center field. 


Another attendance record 


By Ed Shakespeare 
and Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Cyclones broke their own New 
York-Penn League single-game attendance 
record by drawing 9,959 fans on Sept. 1 
against Staten Island — and then broke the 
10,000-fan mark for the first time at the sea- 
son finale on Sept. 7. 

The new marks broke the league’s previous 
record of 9,610 — also set by the Cyclones on 
Aug. 28 against Hudson Valley. 

Brooklyn fans are accustomed to hearing 
that the Cyclones have crammed more than 
9,500 people into their 7,500-seat stadium on 
the Boardwalk in Coney Island, but the Sept. 7 


crowd of 10,073 was a surprise even to team 
officials. 

“You couldn’t find two empty seats in the 
whole stadium,” said Cyclones spokesman 
Dave Campanero, who added that the team 
benefited from a convergence of seemingly 
random events. 

“It was the last night of the Coney Island 
fireworks; it was our most-popular giveaway, 
the Brooklyn Bridge bobblehead; it was a 
beautiful day, so we had a great walkup crowd; 
and a lot of people treated it as the last Friday 
of the summer.” 

Most of the overflow crowd watched the 
game from the main level promenade, and 
there were some delays for hot dog buyers — 
but a 5—4 Cyclones win made it a win-win for 
everyone. 


Duda and Gillespie’s rela- 
tionship goes back to when 
Gillespie was recruiting the 
left-handed first baseman out 
of high school in California. 

“He was a well-known, out- 
standing player and everybody 
knew about him,” said Gille- 

Duda played for two sea- 
sons with Gillespie. 

“He’s strong — there’s 
power in there,” he added. 
“Off the field, he’s really quiet. 
At first getting him to talk is 
like root canal, but when he 
gets to know people, he shows 
a dry sense of humor.” 

Gillespie is obviously an ad- 
mirer of Duda, and the feeling 
is mutual. 

“He was an awesome 
coach,” said Duda, “and he’s 
even better as a person. I talk 
to him every time we play the 
Yankees.” 

It’s ironic, considering that 
coaches are always saying 
things like, “We beat our- 
selves.” In this case, Gillespie 
beat himself: He did too good 
a job with Duda. 

But that’s baseball. 

“If someone had to beat us, 
I’m glad it was him,” he said. 




Holy cow, f think he’s going to make it f 

He DID drop the ball! One of the more controversial calls during the Cyclones' first game playoff win over the Staten Island on Monday involved this bang-bang play at the plate in the ninth inning. As 
you can see, Yankee catcher Brandon Gil did not hold onto the ball as Cyclone Matt Bouchard slid past him. The ump, who was booed by the weak crowd of 1 ,000 Yankee faithful, made the right call! 



The 2001 Cyclones won the New York-Penn League 
Championship under the leadership of manager Edgar Al- 
fonzo. Now that Fonzie is back, many fans are assuming that 
the 2007 Cyclones will repeat the franchise's former glory. 
Here's how this year's team compares to that fabled squad: 


2001 

2007 



Record: 51-25 (.671) 

Record: 49-25 (.662) 

Highlight of the week: 

Highlight of the week: 

The Cyclones close out 

The Cyclones sweep 

a first-round playoff win 

the Yankees in the first 

by beating the Yankees 

round of the NY-Penn 

4-1. After winning 

League playoffs, first 

game one of the finals 

winning on Sunday 

against the Williams- 

night 8-4 before clos- 

port Crosscutters, the 

ing it out at home with 

playoffs are canceled 

a 3-1 win Monday 

due to the 9-11 attacks. 

night. Lucas Duda 

Both teams were de- 

starred in both games, 

clared "co-champions," 

hitting a two-run 

an unsatisfactory desig- 

homer and a two-run 

nation that the Cy- 

single in Game 1 and 

clones have been hop- 

knocking in a run in 

ing to erase with their 


first full title. 





Prayer: Owen’s a meanie 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Dylan Owen has easily been 
the Cyclones best pitcher this 
season, finishing the regular 
season with nine wins and a 
stellar 1.49 ERA, both tops in 
the New York-Penn League. 
Not bad for a guy who was ex- 
pected to be the team’s mop-up 
man in the bullpen before the 
season started. 

“They told me when I was 
drafted that I was going to 
mostly be coming out of the 
bullpen and maybe I’d get a 
few chances to start,” said the 
21 -year-old. “I never thought 
my season would turn out like 
this.” 

Injuries to the Cyclones’ oth- 
er starters thrust Owen into the 
starting rotation, where allowed 
only 51 hits in 72-1/3 innings, 
holding the opposition to a mi- 
croscopic .197 batting average. 

If that wasn’t enough, he’s 
been the team’s big-game pitch- 
er all season. Throwing six in- 
nings of shutout ball against the 
Yankees on Aug. 20, Owen sin- 


gle-handedly halted a two- 
game losing streak and put the 
Clones back on track to take 
the McNamara Division over 
their hated rivals. 

Brooklyn skipper Edgar Al- 
fonzo has, naturally, been 

“He worked extremely hard 
to become the ace of this 
staff,” said Alfonzo. “He came 


to this team with a great attitude 
and was ready to win.” 

Of course, this Chesterfield, 

about his year. 

“I’ve just tried to make sure 


the organization knew how 
good I could pitch when I had 
the chance,” he said. “Luckily, I 
got the chance and I’ve played 
my best. I haven’t given them a 
reason to take me out yet.” 


Dem Bums’ last season 



Atta boy 


Cyclones hurler Eddie Kunz 
closed out Game 1 and got 
the save in Game 2. 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Sept. 18, 1957 Dodgers 6 - Cardinals 1 
Don Drysdale's 16th win of the season was one bright 
spot in this dismal final campaign. He scattered 1 1 hits 
to end the spiraling Dodgers' three-game losing streak. 
But it was too little, too late. 



CLONES BEAT YANKS ... 


Continued from page 1 
strous two-run homer in the sixth. 
Then he capped a four-run ninth in- 
ning rally with a two-run single to 
drive the final stake in the Yankees’ 
vampire-like hearts. 

After Sunday’s game at the Evil 
Empire’s outpost on the Rock, Duda 
was humble as ever. 

“I’m just glad we won,” said 
Duda, the Mets’ seventh-round pick 
in the 2007 draft. “On the home run, 
I think the wind took it out there. I 
don’t think that would have gone out 
on a normal night. 

“And the [ninth-inning single] just 
found the hole,” he added. “Luck was 
on my side.” 


Reliever Stephen Clyne pitched 
two perfect innings in relief to get the 
victory on Sunday. Thankfully, he 
was able to put the first-game win in 
proper perspective. 

“It’s a huge a win for us,” he said. 
“We dislike them as much as they 
dislike us. It’s like the Mets vs. the 
Yankees, it’s like a mini-Subway Se- 
ries. We wanted to win it as bad as 

On Monday, that intensity showed 
throughout. Starter Dylan Owen, who 
had a team-leading nine regular-sea- 
son wins and a league-leading 1.49 
ERA, pitched five shutout innings be- 
fore Brant Rustich pitched two more. 
Edgar Ramirez go the save, though 
he yielded an unearned run in the 


ninth inning, the only blemish on the 

“To me, the concentration level 
was great tonight,” Alfonzo said. “A 
really big run was in the sixth inning 
on the hit by Duda. I feel great for 
Duda. He was trying too hard in the 
regular season against the Yankees. 
Now, in the playoffs, he’s learned to 
stay back on the pitch away from 

“He’s just been outstanding the last 
two games,” Alfonzo added. 

The Cyclones will play the Auburn 
Doubledays, who won the other play- 
off series over the Oneonta Tigers, 
two games to one. The finals began 
on the road on Thursday night, after 
this edition went to press. 



The Cyclones congratulate each other after Monday night's win over the Stat- 
en Island Yankees at Keyspan Park. 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718-893-4006 



Tree Service 


EVERGREEN TREE & 
SHRUB INC. 



Call Carlos 888-727-3235 



718-263-8383 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Windows 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Windows 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window 
Washing 

Have the professionals do it 
at a reasonable rate. 

Contact Donel 
646-295-5668 A44 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 


Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218ThirdAve. 2nd. H Brooklyn, NY 


To advertise 
on this page, 
call 1718)834-9350 

The Brooklyn Paper 



the Best 

LOCAL website 


www.brooklynpaper.com 



Notice Of Sale. Supreme Court-County of Kings. 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. as 
nominee for Fairmont Funding, LTD., its successors 
and/or assigns (Plaintiffs) Against Sofei Diaz, a/k/a 
S. Diaz, Gerardo Diaz a/k/a G. Diaz, et. al. 
(Defendents) Pusuant to a judgment of foreclosure 
and sale duly dated 2/2/2006. I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 261, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, New York on 10/4/2007 
at 3:00 PM premises known as 2306 Quentin Road, 
Brooklyn, New York 11229. All that certain plot 
piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings and State of New York Section, 
Block and Lot: 6806-2 Approximate amount of 
judgment $424,937.77 plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold subject to provisions of 
Judgment lndex#9734/05 Robert Sgarlato, Esq., 
Referee. Steven J. Baum, PC. , Attorney for 
Plaintiff, P.O. Box 1291, Buffalo, NY 14240-1291. 
Dated 8/24/2007. 


id for by AM & F 
under the Alcol 
lay, Brooklyn, N 


#1196350 for Beer has been 


Notice of formation of Action 5, LLC; Arts of Org., filed with NY Sec. of State 
("SSNY") 07/05/2007. Office in Kings County; SSNY designated agent for 
service of process with copy mailed to do Joe Garden, 41 8 17th Street, Apt. 
1A, Brooklyn, NY 1 1215, All lawful business purposes. Bp31 36 


REAL ESTATE 



It 

HOUSES 



ft 

For Rent 


1 


No Brokers Fees! Browse & List Free! 

is. $800-$2000 


Grymes Hill, SI 

A/C^^sy^ccess^t'o xpress^bus, 
5 mins to SI ferry & VZ bridge. 

+ 1 mo' s4c.fcredit°chk. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 

Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 

Pre-war Fully Renov ■ Hrdwd Firs EIK 
Vry Sunny New App. $1450 Call Frank 

718-679-1242 Realtor Fee a 3 3 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


3 STORY BUILDING FOR SALE 
two 5V2 Room Apts, and a 
Commercial Store. Total 3000 sq.ft, 
terms. Qualified professional only. 
Write to I Pew Trust 
Cochecton, NY 12726 HS3 7 


Artist/Writer Studio Space 

$210 to $375- Dumbo, Bklyn 

Beautiful multi-user space w/light, open 
plan feel, some spots w/views. Indudes 


Grymes Hill, SI 

Brand new 4BR, 2-% Town- 


Avail. Oct. 1, $2000/mo. 

+ 1 mo. sec., credit chk. 

CALL (718) 524-0196 


Vacation Getaway 

Historic Bucks County, just 90 min. from 
Manhattan. Renovated 3bd., IV 2 bu. 1200 
sq.lt. Contemporary cottage in gated Comm. 

By Lake Nockamixon, Pa. Just listed at 
$97,500. Call Ron Bodden @ RE/MAX 440 
(215) 538-4426 


For Sale 

/nhouse Coop. 3 floe 


2 Family Brick 

Greenwood Hts, 6/5 
South Garden ■ Semi- 
Finished Basement ■ 
Delivered Vacant 

Joan Natale Real Estate 
718-797-4661 ER3 3 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 



Kathryn Lilly 

Associate Broker 

F Prudential Douglas Elliman 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 

•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens ‘Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill ‘Prospect Heights *Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill •Clinton Hill •Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


EMPLOYMENT 


SERVICES 


Accountants 


fz TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 


240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized Center a 


Attorneys 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 

rCLIPANDSAVEl 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3M4 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


1250 SF Med. Ofc. 
Park Slope/P.Heights 

PRIME LOC DRMN BLDG. 
Walk to subway Nr Hosp. 
W/Reception, 3 Exams, 
Waiting RM, 2 PVT Bth, Lab 

MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231 A33 


Sell Your Home 



ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

Houses • Condos • Co-Ops • 
Contracts Closings ■ 

New Construction Projects • 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 

(718)246-GOLD (4653)^ 




Groundskeeper/Prospect Park 

40 hrs./week. Maintenance, upkeep of park 
& facilities. HS diploma or equivalent, valid NY 
license, physical capacity to perform tasks & 
safely operate equipment & power/hand tools. 
Send resume & coverietter to: 

job005@prospectpark.org 

Receptionist /Office-Clerk 

Answer phones, filing, data entry, and 
other clerical duties. Computer literate, 
experience a plus. Fax Resume to 

718-852-8628 
or email to prfcmail@yahoo.com 

Social Work 

Multi Service Foster Care 
Agency Seeks: Homefinder 
in our Brooklyn office to re- 
cruit, train, & license appli- 
cants for foster care. FT w/ 
flex hours, some weekends 
& evenings req'd. BA req'd. 
Driver's license & foster care 
experience preferred. Send 


letter to: 


with c 


Human Resources Dept. 
50 Bay Street 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
Fax: 718-720-2321 

Small Law Firm in Carroll Gardens Rod 
Hook, Seeking Paralegal and/or 
Legal Secretary. Personal injury law 
experience a plus. Salary commensurate 
with experience. Free parking on 
premises. Email resume to 
Lonuzzi@aol.com H s35 

Painters & Plasters 

Wanted for full-time, 
high quality interior 
work. Experience 
necessary. Call Jerry 

(917) 734-271 6 w35 

Waitress Wanted 
For Restaurant in 
Park Slope on 
5th Aye. Call Bill 

718-541-4088 


Clinical Director 

For small, growing, Brooklyn 
substance abuse clinic. Current 
NYS LCSW w/min 2 yr. 


Medical 

Prospect ParkALF, one of 


LPN 


Administrative Assistant 
Cook-Entry level position 
Please send resume to: 
jmcwilliam@generationsms.com 
Fax: (718)622-3995 

1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 


brooklynpaper.com 


Retail Sales 
Park Slope Wine Shop 

Full Time & Part Time positions 
(including entry leveD open 
Immediately at Red White & 
Bubbly, the Park Slope wine 
shop with the highest Zagat 
Survey rating in all of 
Brooklyn! Love of wine & a 
great personality a must! 

Bring resume to 2 1 1 -2 1 3 
Fifth Ave (at Union Street) 
or fax to 718-636-7604 

RedWwte&BubMy 

Facilities Manager 

SEEKING, f/t Facilities Mgr 
for 42,000 sq ft Dance Center 


718.624.8900. 

Full description avail at 

mmdg.org/ contact/ positions_available 

ADS WORK! 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Director 
Patient Services 
A Leadership Position 

Excellent opportunity to fake a leadership 
I position in Home Health Care overseeing 
I Clinical Operations, Contract Services, 
I Patient Services Administration, Telemedicine 
I and other creative and innovative programs. 

plan, develop, organize, implement 
I and evaluate programs (i.e. Acute Care, 
Long Term Care, Maternal Child health, 
Early Intervention, High Tech, etc.) with 
the support of Program Directors and 
Managers and staff. 

Under the general direction of the Agency's 
k Executive Vice President you will set targets and 
j monitor census, visits, productivity, quality, 
L budgets and regulatory requirements. 

i opportunity for the individual 
I seeking to take a leadership role in Home 
"ent Services Operations. Jfl 
Master's Degree in Nursing or a field relevant to] 
nmunity Health Nursing Administration or 
H "h relevant management experience 


We offer an exceptional benefit package. 



Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? ER31 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

Property distribution (pensions, licenses, real estate) • Spousal supprt • Custody/ 
visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appoinfmenf Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

16 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• co-op and condo management 
Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 A41 


Computers 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 



(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz M2 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


Babysitters 


P/T Housekeeper/Babysitter Available 

Oar wonderful reliable end trusted Housekeep- 
er, of over 1 1 years, seeks port time babysit- 
ting or housekeeping position. Hos excellent 
reference end deon driver's license. 

718-650-1833 or 212-304-0523 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 



718-541-1302 

347-274-9777 


dimalt@hotmail.com A33 


Merchandi 


Park Slope Moving Sale 

High Quality Furniture 
at Reasonable Prices. 
Bedroom Set, Ethan Allen 
Fall Dining Set, T.V., Sofa 8t 
Much More. 

718-768-1977 „ 3 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Help Wanted 

Immediate Opening In Brooklyn! 
612 Degraw St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 


Registered Nurse 

We are currently seeking an RN for a 4 month Per 
Diem assignment in Brooklyn. Dialysis experience 
preferred, but willing to train for special procedures. 

End of assignment Bonus Available! 
Straight Days! No Nights! 

No Weekends! 

Submit or Build Your Resume Online: 
www.davita.com/careers 

Nancy.Morton@davita.com 

Tel: 866.998.4023 ^ 


The Brooklyn Paper 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

• Stoves & Ovens * 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


* Leinster k 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Com r - - 


tic Estima- 




• Construction Management - 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin0mdparchitects.com 



FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 

IX#1 069538 nfes W31 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


Carpentry Plus 



Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


Heights Cleaning Service 

Residential 8c Office Cleanin g 

&Surrounging Areas ^ 

David Contreras (917) 716-3437 
david@heigh tscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 
sunshinecleaningservice@yahoo.com 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 


Visit us 
online at: 

BrooklynPaper.com 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
— — Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 


Si~ 


Premier Bath, I 
1-866-399-88: 



C^ AvantP > a 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cudmicrt Jobs are Owner Supervised 

• finished Basements V\fe have been • Windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years _' Do ™ 5 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


• Custom Made Kitchen Cabinets, 

(718) 998-1110 


. Chris Mullins 
i General Contracting 


718-276-8558 A37 

Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 EHeron80@aol.com 


m 


718\624 

Restoration Bath 
BrownstondRmc 

' f 3 ? 0 

lds.com ^ 


S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 

Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 

Lie# 1 120526 & Insured A37 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS - RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS 

JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 

.a&fe | 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 

Interior Exterior 


W. JTC ASSOC. C 


PH: (718) 857-2900 4i 

L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen • Bathroom ■ Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 

Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small" 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

lie,# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


Bathroom, Kitchen 8c Tile 


A 8c K 
Tile Studio 


and bath designers 


336 9th Street ° p t" w 7 A Kui!I S d i fc!! eek 

(718) 369-6873' SaeToIm™ Spm-lunn'am 30 ^' pm 


Contractors 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


KNOCKOUT 

RENOVATION 


DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

718-745-0722 


v£ 


American Eagle 
'Construction Corp. 


• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


NAM m— 
f DEMOLITION 


i N A M 
r DEMOLITION 
& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 



Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


Technicians specializing 
of older homes built bei 
Saturday appointments 

• Mention thiJad and sav 

I Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


Call 718-389-91 

www.ChristJon.ci 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


— 


i » 


Residential & 

Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 


(718) 633-1859 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gi 


Floor Maintenance 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet 8c Wood Flooring 
‘ 1 11 • Refinishing • Staining 


718 720-2555 

Fully Guaranteed 7 Days Service 

Cherry Valley Flooring 

Installation & refinishing all hardwood 
flooring. Installation of carpet, 
linoleum, VCT, ceramic & stone tiles. 
www.cherryvalleyflooring.com 
( 718 ) 271 4919 ( 516 ) 486 5830 
luisad@cherryvalleyflooring.com 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 


LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 
& TREE CARE 


Visit our Garden Center: 



FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntiy 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 
rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 A3104 
KBM Handyman Services 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


IWM!WIologYll, 


ating a perfect kitchen 


(718) 965-4900 w 


ADS WORK! 

Place your classified 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 
Estimates 

718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 


mH“*'n s .,ed 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd. St DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


AMKHACAJN 

1 IN ' 1 ’ i 1 FN CSt 
Low Price 

Clean Job , 1^, 

Fast Service 4 \r' 

k™,; “H 

718-439-7309.. 



Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpQper.com 



-> Established 1995 


-> Fully insured 


1 www.jpinteriors.i 

- 

A33 


FAST REPAIR INC. 

Plumbing ■ heating • drain cleaning 


(718) 258-4600 (718) 645-0089 


745-7727 or 848-5654 


brooklynpaper.com 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


a 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 


hai'Jt dhoonog a hMong A AC 

convene Lhe tfcwiv ij 

Mafe-a Burn or. 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


PLUMBING 

SOLUTIONS 

The right plumber... 
GUARANTEED! 

718-745-5210 


Regan & Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718-633-7498-845-800-4327 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing ■ Patching • Coaling 

Fox can save you MONEY by 

serve you? heat in the Winter 8c 
Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1-800-945-5562 

LICENSED INSURED^ 

Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Gutters Skylights. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

License #0831318 

20th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 



imunity 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt 4 Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
10th year with Ihejjrooklyn Papers 

J&C Demolition 
Rubbish Removal 

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured 
Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 a 35 

Visit us 
online at: 

BrooklynPaper.com 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


ttics - Yards - Demolition 
ainers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


€R££’S £XPR£SS cwi3 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


FIND MORE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 































































